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UllCj!AliGil;G WORLD: 
This magazin e links to ge ther peopl e of similar taste and outlook . 

Undeniably, peo ple who like looking back - and, in p,:irticular , looking 
back to one phaSe of the world !l3 i t used to be . A phase whi ch has 
gone almost entirely t o-day - the boys ' book world. 

We remember the time when the newsagents• counters were stacked 
high with papers of all sizes , s ty l es , and titles - al l aimed at boys . 
Womeii•s papers were rare , girls ' papers more rare. The boy was the 
spoiled dar l ing of the first fo r ty years of the century . Nowadays 
the woman's paper - American inspire d, pocked with advertiseme nts , 
glossy - dominates Brit ish bookstalls to . the exclusion of slmost 
everytl'.ing else . There is little for the child . It i s an adult 
_worl d . Children become adults very quickly. Too quickly • 

. We have seen many of the old tradi t ions , which we used t o 
cheri sh and in which we took pri de , mocked in modern satire. We 
have r eached a time when it is fashionable to exaggerate our own 
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country• s deficiencies and to Cli.nil:li.se its achievements. A time when 
smut is no longer r ecognized 88 smut but is accept ed as Art. 

lie have seen prices ri se - and rise - and ri se , with depressing 
persistence. Our hair-cut has gone up to six tires wh.'.lt it was 
twenty- five years ago. The piblic service vehicle which used to . 
give us a ride for one penny now ccsts us four times 88 much for the 
same distance. The terrifying part of it i s that there is no end in 
si,;ht - no likelihood that prices will cease to go up - and up - and 
up. Yet in that unchanging world of which we were spanking , the 
price 2d remeined on the front of periodicals which gave us unde
teriorating value for money from 1923 till 1939. 

Ve have l ived t o see reading replaced by watching. But the 
troub l e wit h television is tha t it deadens i.cogination , The Grey
friars boys we saw on television were not the boys we knew when we 
were young, For television is humdruD renli ty , while reading is the 
stuff that dreams are made. of , Ve grf!lf up reading wondrously , in a 
boundless world which our own imagination evoked. 

And tha t boundless world, unl i ke the modern world, is unchanging , 
which is most of i ts charm. And the faint smell of old l avender 
which hangs round it, only adds to its chem. Whenever we feel so 
inclined we con sort out our old papers and go back to that unchanging 
world where values are undistorted, honour i's br i.gl~t, its nice to be 
British, and to be a sportsman does not mean to be as temperamental 
as a film star or to swn the r eferee with a botUe . 

It ' s not a dead world, eithe r. For Tom Merry, Harry 'ilharton , 
Nipper, and Sexton Blake are stil l going strong in that unchanging 
lforld in which we socetimes live , , 

lle're proud to belong to it , And Collectors • Digest i s proud 
to serve and link together the people who ore part of it , 

SPRING IS HERE: 
Oh, for an Enlarged Number of Colle ctors • Digest , now that 

April ' s here l It wasn' t Browning who said that! It was Your . 
Editor ! As for this Enlarged Number, we hope you like it, Ve draw 
your attent ion to the competi tion in this issue, am we hopo that ell 
our readers will enter for it , In a ccnt est of this type, a big 
entry is essential if i t is to be a success, Naturally, only a ff!lf 
can win prizes - wt the prizes are really minor details , Please 
back up by filling in your ccupon and posting it . 

THE EDITOR 

* * * * * , _____________ ,,,_,,,..,.. ,,.,, ______ _ 
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(Under this heading, in lD.St month' s Editorial, we diswssed the 
question as to why s ome ol d papers were collec t ed and oth ers were not, 
and we made particular referance t o YOUl!G BRITAIN, which WD.S pictured 
on our cover . Here i s how some r ea.der s have re~cted. ) 

Ls 6 1 qL i grT writ es: Re your leading artt cle In this mcnth' s • c . D.• t cannot l et your 
reDW"ks re • Ygµng Bcltain• pass without comant. 

This wo.s r:q first l ova In Boys• books and one or the bes t weekly papeJ;'S ever pro
duced:, espec i al ly the Clrst years . 

I have written about It before , and had sor.e eorreSpondence with another collector 
not so Ieng ago. 

!part from •Bold Robi n Hpocfl probably the best • Robin Hcod• atory ever written -
with Norton Pik es ' later yams In the •Popul ar- to r1va1 It - there YIUS RIChard Essex' 
•Spart acus- - ley' first encount er with th e grea t Slave Revolt In Rome. 

George Carpenti er rll'Ote his autob i ogr aphy: Shackleton's Scouts reported t he 
Pol ar Expedition . Ornyeot H. Dell , Trevor c . Wignall and nnny other top writers wer e 
regular contr t butora . 

School yams, such as •Rtse or the House or Usher,• 1or r his own Bat ,• etc , were 
or •s. o . P.• standard. 

It was one or a set or 1 Ccr.rpanton Papers, • with Nelson Lee, Boys, Realm, Chru:lpton, 
Pluck and Rocket, nhen Magnet, Gee, Popul ar and Boys1 F'rteod "ere another group .. Later 
Pl uck became Tr hq:,h and the style or st ories In both Pluck md Chaqi t on changed , c.o 
coq>ete with the Tholtl)son .\dventure , Rover , Wizard , Hotspur ancl. Vanguarct. Not , In w 
opinion , ror the bette r. 

I suppose , nport r rom B.O.P . and. Capto.tn , Young Britain was~ f avouri te . Late r , 
Nelson Lee, ttnanet, Gtm, Union Jatk and Thril l er were Ctf regulars , anct: Mother great 
weekly, • Boysr Nagaz lne. • Another littl e-h eard- of but rtrst cl ass "eekly was 1 ts short-
li ved cocpanl on •PB.ls.• 

•Yewi.g Brf t .'.lln' was one or the rgre.:it s'. I once ho.d them on and still have a rew. 

~~C~~Wfok: :i!~: ~~~~een~: !n ft;;;~~~~ ~e f' r~ 'y!~ng~B~~~~l~n;~:i;~t~~r 
o l ong t tee . [ believe the cover w:lS tn reel, ,,ti.t te, and blue . I had alDOst forgot ten 
It t lll now. 

JOHN U?TON writes: The ooment In • Chun, In Ccuncu ,• Harch 1964 , on NV boys tended to 
eoII'ict'""iRagnet,• 1 Ceml and •Nels on Lac• rather t.han ot her poper s, Interested ce grcatl,f . 
It SCCCI.S cl ear t hnt IOOJl.Y t10re c.hlldren Intended to reta in collections or their ravourJte 
pnpers than were i:actual ly able to do so:--ms ls pro bably just as true to-doy . 

tty sister , woo ls seven years ol der than ~se ir, t ook 1 tf.agnet• .ind ' Gem' between 
1937 and t he end or the popers , and would certo. ln}y huvc kept ea.Ch ilnd every Issu e ror a 
very l,ong ttc:ie but tor the tact tha t our parents NQU1red her t o pnss c:iost or them on t o 
011other chlld. Nevertheless , It was qulte a l.i.rge stack or 1 Hagnetsl arxt •Gem' th at 
i:accoCJ)anled us to Hendon, London, trom our home In Hockley, Essex, tn the sum:M!r or 1940, 
l'lhence a rrtend h~ tnvt t oo us <rurtng t he t hreo.tened -t nv.lBlon period . This stack wrw1 
l eft to be cal l ed ror when we returned t o Hockley car}y In 194 1 - only to d l sappe:u- not 
long orterwards , preSJlllilblY as wnate paper r or the wor err ort. At MY rate , tt 
lll)'Sterl ousiy YMl shed , although t or .:;ome years a t t erwarda I rt.'ma.lned quite sure that It 
would somehow turn up. 

In th e ireantise , li ttle reca1nec1 or my ststerrs coll ection by 19~, when I, at th e 
age or nlne, Nall y began to find t hat wilqu e rasc l n:i:tlon ln the 1 Hagnet• 'lhlch , once 
round, COil never be l ose.. We hod a f ew nwrbers trom several serie s .. Tracey , Sout h Seas, 
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L.lltl Md Rtver 11\ar..es - and .i. rew coll)l et e .stori es , .t.1ch ns •Bl ock Pr i nce or Gre:ytr la.rs• 
tr'd 1 The Bounder' s Du_pe :• end these Js:iues , sone thirt y l n all , I read Md r e.id i:sgaln, 
tccether wi t h o rat r numer or s .o.Ls ., until the happy d.11 in Novemer, 1944, Ylhen l 
m.:IR:i.&ed t o aCQUltt ( at lid each~) a run ot the dear old paper frot1 tbe Secret Soc i ety 
ser ies to t he end. (A friend fflO hod n sl .11Uar run tro• the sazrs seeondhal)d shop ,as 
very soon re-selling them at 6d each. ) 

ill thl a Is qult e tn-et er.int to the questl on: ' WhY were thes e thre e p:1pers 
collec ted rather than other s?• But I do r eel tha.t the history or Ill)' sist er's IDJIO--
zlnes cay be rn.ther typ l cnl . ?tiny children 11.1st ha.Ye had to gl ve the1r t r enaured 
issues :111f.JY, somewhat ~nlnst their will , or these were turned out In the mnu~l sprlng 
c l eM. Other !, no doubt , kept thea all In atti cs and l oft s , where they were lat.er 
rorgcncn, and lert to ga ther di.I.st .. end l'tlere (perbapsl} scoe or them remain to th i s 
dey. (When moving l:ut year , I tound a ptle or 1 Plctu regoer- tn r:tr attl e , th e years 
1952-3 ooi:i,lete, and onother or •t he Sui.gl-9 ror the &.'ltle period , whose eJlSt ence t had 
entir ely forgott en.) 

11)' ntne yeor old nephew, roll O'.ltng In th e trOdlt fon or hls s i st er and uncle , ls 
very rond or the BWlter books. He tokes • Look and Lenrn,• 3nd hna soiae two yeo.rs1 

lssi:es tn the binders which art NPPlled ; and as t l ook through th ese , th ey leod oe t -0 
ffvr'lder l'tlether , tr stcitlnr binders hOO been o.v~ll able ror •Magnet• om ' Gd Md other 
papers , 111'.lrt ooll eett ons would·hc.ve survtnd , stupl.y bee3Use, "lthln stltt cover s , they 
would not hal'e tleen re l egated SCl e!l.Slly to the dUstbln - ·which·mst. h,n e been the f ate 
or so vecy m::iny. 

I nctdent.i.llY, Wi ng the wnr r:q r:ither boutht some n:in s on one occ.ulen , .'.I.rid as 
he Uflwropped them o.t home, I sei zed en the Cragmmt or paper with ti. horr ltl ed exelrurn-
tt on. It was hal t a page trom o •Gem.• I went t o th e shop next day, onlY t o rind 
th:i.t the l .lat or a oons tgnment or boys1 papers hoo just been used up ror this purpose. 

hnd I suppose It ts tor .lll these re.isons that we have the high pr ices which 

tlcw-lsh to-day •• •• --- I"----- -- -------- -- ------
CIIARIES JW!lLTON MEMENTOES FOR SAIB 

The foll owing books are offered for eele to C,D. r eaders who may 
l ike to possess a memento of the famous writer, Each book belonged to 
hill when he '"'" a yowig man, and each bears hi s signa ture on the inside 
cover or fly - le af . lie invite MY interested reade r to mclce an off er 
for one or more of the items , and we should make i t clear th at hi8h 

r prices are not expected . The pr oceeds of the sale will be passed to 
th e Hamil ton Library of the London Club.. If, however, the proceeds 
should exceed £2, the total omount will be shared equally IJjDl)1Jg our . 
English club libraries , 

"Tristan and Isolde"; "le gend of the Holy Gr::lil"; "Siegfried"; 
"Twil :ight of the G-Oil•"; "Ring of the llibelung " ; "Essays , Di:uogues, and 
Thoughts•; 3 volU11Bs of Buskin , only the first vo~ bearing the I!amiltor 
s:ignature; 2 large vo.ls of cassell 1s Russo-'lur kish liar , only one vol 
bearing sl.8mture; 2 vols ."History of War between France am Germany" 
both vol s bearing s:ignature; "The Downfall" by Zola. The following an 
paper-covered: "Hemani"; "Les Ru&uenots"; "Mireille"; "Faust"; 
"Rigol etto"; "Le Chemineau"; "Lohengrin" ; "Carmen"; "Siegfried"; · 

:~ ter Singers o: .... ~ rg". ~~~_; :i~~~ .. !>.!11',!!.,_,,,_..,IN-.,;__ , 



Page 6 

OUR "GOO OF IWIILTONIA" OO!!PETITION 

FOr six months we have been presenting a now series of Gems of 
Homil tonia . The sixth item appears in this i ssue . 

E:,ch one of these mtr acts was selected vi th considerable core 
and thought in order to present varying o:mnples of the author's 
literary gifts. Ve now invite our renders to place these extracts in 
order of preferen ce in order that we can decide , to some extent, which 
aspect of Chnrles llamilton •s genius hod the widest appeal , 

Ve tlsk our renders to consider each extract on its own merit 
alone I ond !IOT to take into consideration the story or series from 
which the extr ac t vas taken . Rend through llnd browse over the six 
items , published under the heading GEJ'IS OF HAMILTONIA in Collectors • 
Df8est dated from llovember 1963 till April 1964. Given loose with 
this issue is the entry coupon fo r the contest . This coupon contains 

a grid msrked A to F. Under A msrk the number of the extr act which 
you consider the most ll!eri torious. For inst.1nce 1 if you think that 
Gem of llamil toni n lio. 4 shows the author a t his best , mnrk n 4 under 
the l ette r A, &rk your second choice under B, snd so on until you 
have placed ell six extrncts in your ord er of preference , Finslly , in 

the fev lines under the grid on the coupon, vri te " few words to 
explain vbat cwsed you to decide on the very best extract , 

A prize of £1 will be o.varded to the competitor whose entry comes 
nearest to the order as decided by the poJW.ar vote, There will be 
at lenst two nddi tiolllll bcok prizes for runners-up. 

Ebllowing , to help you make your selection, is sn article in which 
the various merits of the six extracts ore considered snd discussed , 
Closing date for this contest is April 23rd, 

SPOTLIGHT ON THE SIX GOO OF l!Afil1TOIIIA 

No, 1. (C.D. llov<X:lber 1963) Here ve have one of those brilli ant little 
character cameoes for which the author vas noted. A mild psychologi 
cal study I perhaps , A boy who was deeply influenced by his environ 
ment ond by the people with whom be c:une in contnct , 

"I.oder hated him, rut not because he vns whet he ves , " This 
sentence, taken out of context could be ambiguous, sn ombigui ty which 

could hl!ve been nvoided by a pednntic writer. llamilton was never 
pedantic in his writing, The nmbiguity goes as soon es one rends on, 

.1!2...£, (C. D. December 1963) Atmosphere, here . The atmosphere of 
th e old - time Christmas dinn er in the ancestral home of the weal thy, 

The main dish, folla,ed by Christmas pudd1DK1 min_~!! ea•, \Ullll\lll,_ 
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=died fruits . Probob4' none of us ever had a O!ris1':>lls dinner 
quite l ike thnt , rut it made dalii!httul , nostalg ic reoding . 

The whole extr act is a brilli ant example of t he use of ovor

st::.tement for the sake of effect . amter had more and more and mor e 
turkey; he lost count of the Dlll:!ber of helpings he had of Qiristmas 

pudding; he crammed in some dozen vnlnuts ; he ate hardl y a pound of 
candied hu i ts . "Hardly n pound•. A thrown (J)l<zy example of litotes . 

So, in thi s ext ract , we get hyperbole and litotes mingled . Gloriously 

absurd , and delicirua4' sat i sfying to the reader . Note the use of 

short sentences, one sure indication of the lllll8ter-vriter • 

.!l2....J.. (C.D. JcnU.'.ll')' 1964) At first glance , there is nothing out 
standing in this extract . But a suidy of it shows pl enty . Atmos

phere . The dark , ruined clupal . The lantern goes rut . The boys 

are compl etaly natural . They are not heroes , merely rather f'ri&hten

ed school boys. The leader , feeling it bis duty to lead , halts . The 

others halt too - r cluc tant4' . The leader decides they =t go back 

to investignte. The others aro not keen. They think up ex01Sos on 

the spur of tho moment. The l eader cxeusos himscll': "I followed yru 

- to bring yoo bock. " The others , indi8nant : "Wats l You van like 

SIJ!fthing." 
The leader goes back . "Ye can I t desert the sil4' ass . • The 

others follow hil:I. 
A brilliant littl e example of boys acting as reo.l boys would in 

unoonny and unnerving cir.,_tance s • 

.!!2.....!· (c .D. Pebru:iry 1964) A skilful pi cture of n plw:,p, kindly 
Chinese gentlemon. The bland use of irony in the forei&n gent l ea:in' s 

quaint a,glish . The mild 5U88"stion that those who liv e in gl ass 

houses should not throw sto nes. The pl easont ,' mui il ated phrase , so 

dear to the heart of the vri ter: "llhere there is a wheel there i s a 

vey I as yru sey in ED&lish. • 
An extract which conveys so llllch in 11 fev lines. In poas ing, it 

is interesting to note t he excessi ve use of the ex clam ti on mark in 

this extr act , a weakness vbich does, in f act , show itself in nll the 

old stories , though the small print tends to obscure 1 t . 

ll2......i.. (C.D. March 1964) The author had the fn eulty for obtaining 
atmosphere vi t h the use of fev words, 1/ith t)lis extract , the picture 

of the bil 4' country lan e beco..,s a very real i.ma8e in the r eader' s 

mind. The happy~luclcy holidey soene i s set, In dis01Ssing 

llethuselah , the author slipe happily into a little g• of persooi!ica 

~'! ~.- The closyig line br!-!>£ the t;'iical li tt~ ,2.Lt:l!!-~-"l.. . . 
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bonds which, a t that time, wer e filling the cinemas with eound in the 
early talking pictures, 

No, 6, ( this month) This extr ac t i s unique , Within the stc ry it 
comprised a very short , short s t ory , compldte, al l on it s own, It is 
uni que fo r anoth er reason , Charles Hamilton was the pi oneer of the 
school story with the permanent , non- ageing cast, The boys never got 
any olde r. In consequence , the t i me never came for them to le ave 
s chool, In this ext r act , a sixth -f ormer , Sturgis , has comple t ed his 
schoo l career , and i s le aving , I can think of no parallel a t any of 
the Hamilt on great ~cbools, And fulvaney is no her o, Just a typical 
schoo l boy , lo oking aft er Number One, 

.!!Qll: We wonder how l!lllllY of our readers are sufficiently acquainted 
with Hamilt oni a tc be abl e to give the titl es of t he six stories from 
which the extracts were taken, If any re ader thinks he can name 
them, we invite him t o jo t the six titl es in or de r on a postcard, and 
send t hem tc t he editcr, If we get any correc t lists , we shal l 
se lect at least one fo.r a book award , 

roR OffER: oe pntt e orrer s on1Y replied t o: 

~ e: Old Serl es . about ~ nos . between 259 end 375 :Uso eoI:i>l et e ( bowld.} 
&. QJlrk.e aeri es. 2nd new 83, 96, 99 , 103. 3rd nev, T, s, 6 , 20, 

~- )(1: se ver~ issues, .'.ll so 2 earl)' l¥,1. ~: XtlllS double No. 100. 

~rt1; c!: ~u~\~· ,~4~t~~.& Spo¥f ~: ~~~er'~o~~%1~sil: 1927. 
§n.. (St. Fronk• s ) ill, 4.39, 441, 447, 451, 55. ~ ts.sues . 12 berore No, 200 .. 
yn tgn J o.ck! lJJ is sue.a bet ffl!en 1078 and 1502 . 31.so Xc.lS Nos, 1313, 1365,1.366, 1417,1 105. 
l!o!!illl:..J.. , Nos, 5 Md 9, ~· (St , f'l'Mk •s) }15 , }18 , .l21, }6 9. 
~ 39, 641, 960 , 961 , 10)0, 10lt0, 1043, 1050, 1293, 1384, 1385, 1386, ll112, 1501. 
~ .. (OreYtrlars) send fc,r ' "ants • with c,tt ers . · ) Exchange:; prercn-ed ror these 
~ : Qbout 20 bct ort No. 1000. ) • 
o rrers c l ose at the end or the oenth In which t hls 1:: publi shed. • 

~ , Q.£.ARWATER, !&£., ~ · 

~; Gem 799 , 804 to 8c.8, 810 , 812. 

!@1.l2.B.!2, J, Tlt!§RTREE ROAD, ~. ™• 
------------------------------- -------- ------.. --.... -----.... -----.. ----
~ ':~~~!!rn:~~=. bu\~!;~~~1~o;i:o~ ;t ~!~ n, LOOer eaptniney, 

256, TQINSEND AYJl!1E, LIVERPOOL J1 • 

~ : R!NFPS 696 - n2 (would be grDttrul eTen ror one odd copy). 

--- ~~ - ·-101 PARK ~ll!/£1ir._. •rncs "r.l:"'1.--~~ -·--· .. -·· ·-
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COl1000l'ED BY JACK WOOD 

A LS'l'1ER FRO!! ST1 FRAHK' S BY Jim Cook 

St •. Frank's College , 
Bell ton, Sussex . 

"You lll!lSt have money, r,y friends ! You can' t do wi thout it. 
Despise it , hate it , hide it, do whatever you mey with it , but you'll 
find you will always need it !" · 

Tlrus Solomon Levi, of Study O in t he Ancient House at St. Frank' s . 
I had popped my head into the Junior Co""on Room and Levi was 

standing on a t abl e holding forth on the values of money, It was very 
interesting for the juniors were crowded round the Jewish junio r and 
giving him their undivided attention , Evidently Levi was adverti sing 
one of his schemes for making profit - to himself . a>t as I c:!losed 
the door end wandered m,ey down the oorridor I oouldn' t hel p thiJ:lldng 
how true Levi was about the necessity for money, Fellows like Archie 
Glenthorne, lcrd Pippington , Singleton, the Juke of Somerton to name 
a few of the weal thy juniors at St, Frank's hardly !mow the value of 
it yet Enoch Snipe and Teddy Ie ng would re gard a thin sixpence as a 
fortune . I think it was Goldsmith who said "Take a farthlll& from n 
thousand poun<!s, it will be a thousand pounds no l onger,• 

llelson Lee and !lipper ar e be.ck, After nearly thr ee months in 
New Guinea with lcrd Dorrimore it was very ni ce to welcomo t heo back 
to too old school. 

Lee, l ooking very bronzed and fit , would not te ll of his adven,. 
tur es wit h Dorri e, but Nipper made a remark about New Guinea bei ng the 
cockpit of South East Asia. I tried to get him to enlarge on· t his 
statement ru t all he would aay was t hat in the years to oome New 
Guinea ,rould be worth fighting for , So it looks as if Lee's visit to 
tha t part of the world was mor e political than anything else . 

Nipper is once more in the saddle and I thibk Reggie Pit t was 
only too eager to hand the Remove captaincy over to him. Nipper is 
.• .born leader and can withstan d t he shocks of adversity. __ So. can Pitt 
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for that matter , but Reggie is also captain of the West House and he 
had his hands full looking after the fortunes of his own House and 
being prepared for whatever llern'1rd FoITest wss hatching for him in 
the Ancient House. Whenever Nipper is away with Nelson Lee Forrest 
does his lJ8ly trick.s to rule in Nipper ' s stead . And this time he 
obtained a large gathering of juniors to elect him captain, Decent 
fellows like DeValerie , Hubbard, Doyle end Travers fell under his 
spell , offered to suppcrt him, end Reggie had quite a task retaining 
Nipper's pcpulari ty. 

For some time, there has been some uneasiness among the Remove 
chaps over Nipper• s frequent departure from the school. In the old 
days of just the two HQuses, the Remove was more int act. With five 
Houses oomprising St . Frank's it i s understandable t ha t each House is 
iso l ated and therefore separ ate. I included the School House in the 
five ·as i t forms such an impcrtant part in the daily life of the 
juniors • 

.wckily, Nipper had returned ia time to prevent any upsurge of 
feeling about electing a now captain . But it was a near thing . 

Forrest has never held the r eias of Remove captain but he I s a 
dangerous junior. As dangerous as Gore-Pearce and a little more 
thorough. It will be quite a team if ever these two r ascals joia 
forces. They have done so in the past but each had his own partiw 
lar iron ia the fire and their strength was divided . Gore-Pearce 
would go to any length too to run as junior captaia of the form but 
l a tely he has been passive. The school neve r forgave him for the 
part he played in the Earl of Edgemoor ser ies . G-P' s f a ther was the 
gui ding iafluence behind the pl ot to oust the old E!lrl but it was a 
terrible scheme to turn a very old gentleman out of his house . 

But if I om not oistaken one of these days FoITest and Core
Pearce will sink their differences and devote all their time and 
money towards knocking !lipper off his perch . Money, as Levi says , 
is necessary and most impcrtent, and FoITest end Gore- Peace have 
plenty of it . They are not sons of well bred parentage but parvenu 
millionaires risen fro m the world's st rif e . And money can crack 
empir es , If money can break Nipper• a strength ia the Remove then 
money will be used. But where money is of little use is where it is 
least needed. I don't thiak all t he wealth t he leaders of Study A 
and Study B can muster will keep them in any position that requires 
honour and good f aith. 

I am sorry my report deals with talk of money but Solomon Levi 
sparked off ,:zy' thoughts on the stuff and afte r all it is very .... _. ___ ,_ ... _, .. _ .. ,_, ___ ..,,,..,,,,;Hj, .......... ,,..,,_,,,_.,.,,,,,.,,,..,,.,,,,..,-.,,,_,..,.,,,.,,,,,,.,..,,,,..,,,.,,.,.H, 
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time when the Hon, Douglas Singleton bought a school for himself? 
He had ocdles of thl coin of the Realm and in o. f1 t of pique purchased 
his own aosdEllll)' of learning , 

* • * * * * • • * 
CONCERNil/G 8 1 51 BROOl<S 

Mr, C, 1'!3LIE FARRc,,J of Bos ton writes us as follows: 

Just a few lines to sey a big THANK YOU for what you have done 
for me, I wrote asking if we could have more information about Edwy 
Sear l es Brooks, the man himself , and also for information about the 
!!onster Library, l!uch to my delight we had an article on the 
Monste r Library, and I was so happy to read the article about Mr, 
Brooks I vi si t to the London Club. How I wish I had been there! 

One thiDg rather puzzled me. He seems to have mentioned that, 
as a boy at school , he read the lla8net and the Gem, I understand 
that be was born on NovE!llber 11th, 1889, so that when the firs t 
numbers of Kaanet and Gem appeared one would assume that he would 
have left school. a>.t why worry? Ve have had this magnificen t 
article and al l the information, Thank you so very Dllch, 

(Under his pen-name of Robert lf , Comrade, Mr, Brooks waa writing 
prolifically for the ear l y blue-rover Gem by 19! o. -ED. ) 

* * * • * * * * * 
CALLDfG mJ ZBAT:AND 

Our Lee expert, Jim Cook, is now living in New Zealand , His 
address is 22, Lesli e Avenue, Sandri.ngham, Auckland , Nev Zealand , and 
he would like to hear from hobbyi sts in that lovely part of the 
Commonweal th , We hope that Nev Zealand readers of the Digest will 
contact him, 

BOOKBINDIIIG 

ALL Tm§ OF BINDIIIGS UNDlim'AKEN: BOOKS REBOOliD OR il!l'AIRED: 
iUA L ITY WORKMANSHIP 

} HEATHERDE!iE CIC§E, Ill™, ~ . Tel: MIT. '3837 ____________ ... ,,,.. .. ,_,,,, ____ _ 
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Conducted by JOOEP!UNE PACKMA.'i 

271 Archdale Road. !last llulwich 1 S . E, 22 , 

CHARACTER CHANGES 

By S. Gordon Swan 

WALDO THE WONDER MAJ/ was a murderer in the first story in 
which he appeared. Cert ainly his victim was a blaclanailer , rut that 
does not alter the fact. In "The Case of the Five Hairs," (U.J. No. 
798, dated 25.1 . 1919) Waldo fired at Blake with intent to ldll, and 
narrowly missed a chi l d , These things seem irreconcil able with the 
\laldo whom his fans r«nember ; his earlier and more lethal expl oits 
were convenienUy over looked by both Scot l and Yard and Edwy Sear l es 
Brooks , Edito r ial policy 1118¥ have been responsible for this meta
morphosis , for through the years Valdo became a kind of Robin Hood -
Sir Galahad , wit h the added advantages of phenomenal s tr ength and 
imperviousness to pain . 

Similar character changes are observable in othe r s of th e rogue's 
gal l ery in the Sexto n Blake saga , . G, H, Teed, in the closing years 
of the Great Var, created 11 number of new characters prior to his 
departure for India , Among these were Marie Galante and Prince 
Menes , Relying on memory, I believe the r e was only one story of 
Marie Galant e at this stage, entitled "At the Full of the Moon," in 
which this fascina t ing woman was described as a hal f- caste, the 
daughter of a white saloo n- keeper and a native woman, Marie appear ed 
to be under a Voodoo spell, rut at the end· of this yarn she showed 
signs of emer(!ing from t his state and becoming a good citize n (wi th a 
yen for Blake) , Yet , when G, H. Teed br ought her back in t o action 
some years l ate r she had become an oc toroon, and a ·dangerous threat 
to whit e supremacy with hsr dreama of a black empire. Neverthe l ess , 
she was one of Teed's best characters , a vital, col ourful woman. 

Prince Menes was anot her characte r who changed , and not f or t he 
better. In the or iginal stories he was the r eincarna ti on of the 
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twin brother of a Pharaoh who reigned some t en thousand years before, 
with the motive of r evenge actuating him, Through the medium of a 
hypnotised girl, he traced the present incarnations of those ancient 
F.gyptians who had betrayed him in a past life and attempted to exact 
vengeance upon them, In this phase he vas a powerful and fascinating 
character, When G, H, Teed returned to the vri ting field he r es to red 
Menes to his readers, but a Menes who had deterior ated from his 
previous conception, He did not pick up the campai8ll of revenge 
wher e it had left off, and his background did not quite 88I'ee with the 
previous portrayal, The hypnotised girl no longer figured in the 
s torie s, and even his own description seaoed different , He had 
become a sinister Easterner working against the West, a Wu Ling of 
F.gypt, but a ratrer inferior Wu Ling, One could not pictur e the 
original Menes kidnapping Yvonne and other gir l s to fulfil the destiny 
of vestal virgins, 

Another charllCter of Teed'•, Dr, lhuton Rymer, also undervent 
changes, but in his case they were possibly more consistent . At 
first Rymer was hard and ruthl ess ; l ater he became more likeable and 
sometimes even fought alongside Blake in an ...., rgency. This differ
ence could be attributed to the softening effect of Mary Trent , who 
Mted as a counterbalance to the sinister power of Marie Galante . 
But it is noticeable that, towards the end, Rymer WllS showing •i8ns of 
ruthle ssness again, a hardening of natur e due, perhaps, to the con
tinued fai lure of his schemes. 

As s everal authors wrote of the adventures of George llnrsden 
Plummer, some discrepanci es ere bound to emerge, It was Walter 
Edwards who departed from the established conception of Plummer by 
mnking him too showy and flamboyant, and also prepared to tr ade a 
vital secre t to a foreign power, Plummer would never have done any 
thing against England; this was particularly stre ssed in earlier 
stori es, and I recollect one called "Plummer th e Patrio t ,• which 
emphasised this aspect of his make-up, When G. H, Teed took over the 
character in the twenties (altbough be appears to have written about 
G. M, P, in at least one story before World War One) be promoted 
PlW!lller to •ex-detecti ve-inspector of Scotland Yard," So far as I 
am aware, Plumer never rose above the rank of detective-s ergeant, I 
don I t reco.ll Teed ever mentioning his habits of nail-bi ting or smoking 
Groen !&Tenaga cigars , And the fact that he had a silver plat e in 
his skull from a tr ephining operation s"""" lo st in the limbo of the 
past, 

However, ll\llllldng-up this crimino.l character who survived for ··---------,,,,,,,m,...,,,,__ __ ,._ 
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half a century , and taking into oonsideration the f ac t that a number 
of a11thors narr ated his unlawful exploits , the overall picture of 
Geor ge Marsden Plummer is a fairly oonsist ent one , even to his l as t 
appearance under the allspi ces of Arthur Macl ean , 

One charac t er who provi ded material for thr ee \tifferent writers 
underwent slight changes according t o his chronicl ers , H. Gr egory 
Hill create d the siniste r, oolourfu.l. Gunga Dass , the Hindu vi ll ain , 
por traying him as a man of high cas te who had falle n from grace and 
become a tlrug. A master of hypnotism and diaguise , he was one of 
the most dangerous antagonis t s Sexton Blake ever met . In the 
thirt i es some of the original yarns were reprinted, and then Coutts 
Bria bane took over the char acter , 

It would seem that Gunga Dllss provided a fertile source of 
inspir a tion, f or Coutts Brisbane wrote three splendid sto r ies f eatur
ing the deadly Hindu , Gregory Hill's sto rie s showed a consider able 
knowledge of Indi a , but this newer chron i cler disp l ayed even more , 
Yet, for some reason , he described Dass as a m:m of mixed blood; w}zy, 
i s not cle.:ir , unless i t i s because an author likes to leave his own 
imprint on o. chll.r~cter created by someone else. 

Where Coutts Brisbane l eft off, another fine writer with a good 
knowledge of India took over . In Anthony Parson' s hands Gunga D:las 
was an el abora te schemer, but somehow less sinister and deadly than 
of yor e . He was descri bed as having a ja11nty carringe and demeanour, 
and generally gave the impre ss ion that he . was more Mohammedan than 
Hindu, Not,ri t hstanding the se di ecrepan ci es , the majority of Gunga 
Dllss sto ri es provid e some of -the most colourful and ente r taining 
r ending it is possibl e to find in the Sexto n Blake saga . 

I can think of no more cho.racters who changed , but I can r ecall 
a number of whom we should have heard m9re, yet who never r e- appeared, 
and these could form the substance of another ar ti cle . 

* * * * * * * * * 
Sexton Blake - UNION JACK - official informat ion 

By W, 0 , G, Lofts 

&:aily t he most inte r esting articles that I have ever rend on 
Sext on Blake , have been f1111 good friend Walte r Webb's C,D. Annual 
pieces for the SEXTON BLAKE CIRCLE in 1956 and 1959. Readers who 
may be fortunate to have these copies , may like to r efe r to them for 
guidanc e , Walter no doubt has studied the Bl ake s t ori es in the 111 
UNION JACK extensively , and likewise I too have found i t a f ascinating 
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subject to ponder and query as t o the identities of IDllllY of those 

mysterious tlllthors who penned thos e historiclll early stories , which 

were the f oundation stones of the detective we know so well , 
Probohly like Walte r, until recently I hod nlJlost given up hope 

of ever solving these i:o<stsrious suthors 1 identities - so many times , 

lif ter tr acing en early editor, or sub-editor on the staff of THE UJUON 

JACK, I hnve hod my hopes do.shed, by the person in question either 

having r eoently died - or just cannot l'Ell!ember an,ytb,ing about the 

poper nt ell , The late Mr. G. Garrish wes of course extremely 

co-operati ve in giving information, but as it has been proved .,...,ories 

of events over fifty years ngo, can pley trick s , and there is nothing 

so concrete es official r ecords written st the time. 
I t is with great pri de, snd indeed sati sfac tion that from this 

source I csn nov-clear up for all time the majority of mysteries 

surrounding the Blake 8Uthor s in the 1d UNIO!I JACK, 

Vt SHAW RAE: 
This was definitely the real nane of the auth or , and a completely 

different individual from Ernest A, Treeton, and Stanhope Sprigg as 

presumed in the past . V. Shaw Rae of course created one of Blake ' s 

assis tants Ve-Wee before Tinker C811le on the s cene. A ful l list of 

the stories written by this suthor will be given in t he Sexton Blake 

Catalogue when it appears , 

C,lllPBELL BRQIIN: 
The re al name of this author was G, v. BRM, who was belie ved to 

have been a rloctor, ss art icles from a Dr. c. W. Brown appeared in 

adult llarmsvortb publica tio ns at the SlllOe period . Be seems to have 

taken over the Sexton Bloke stories f rom V. Shaw Bae - and wrote 

, incidentally the last story of We-Wee which appeared anonymously 

' Fortune Stone' !lo, 375, 29, 6.1901, Be also wr ote of course as 

•c. Wells Campbell' , 'Carlton Braithwaite ' (U,J . 300 Non-Blake yarn) 

and 'Alexis Graham' (404 U,J , Non-Blake yarn ), 

URGENTLY WANTED: Gem No, 799, 

TOH PORTER, 1, TIMBERTREE ROAD, 

Can aeyone help? ~.~. 
~: l!agnets llos, 829, 873, 875, 882, 884, 888, S, O,L. No, 60, 

DR, R. WILSON, 100.BROOMFIELD ROAD, GLASOOI I N. 1. 
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J. Nal (X)f1)1LTE STORY OF SU.IE 

Heredtth laugh ed. through the class . Scme bo7s succeeded 
I t stttrted as a gurgle . It continued : l n keeping !rol'ffls or CQncentrattcn on 

with a soWld like steam escaping rrcm a ! th eir brows tlhll e their thought.s were 
kettl e or bolli ng water . lt ended as a , really tar away, dWelltng on What they 
l oud explcstcn . The laugh rang out and propc s ed to do with their hal r-h oltday 
rea ched every comer or the Lower fourth , that artemoon . .A rew lowered their 
rorm-roc-m at Slad e. · heads J.nd dozed. When Budd.le got Into 

there was, or course , nothing unusual , h i s st rid e he becaric rather unobs erv3nt 
In ttered lth laughing. He was a bright , / or Y4hat was going on around htm. 
happy- g~- Iucky youth who l aughed QUlte a l ot : 
as be went his bright, hap py- go-lucky way · 
through h ta sehc:olcta,ys. 

But there Is a time and a place tor 
evel")'thtng. Saturday ?1CmJng was not the 
t ime. and the Lo"er fourth ro~room we.s not 
th e p l ace tor a gurgling l augh fth t ch ended 
as a l oud explosion. 

Hr. Buddl e ft'OS lead i ng hi s rorm In 
Efl&llsh Lit era t ure. Hts subj tc t was 
Tennyscm' s 'u'lo ch Arden• . Hr. Buddle had 
bem talk lng rcr some time , and a pleasan t, 

Mr. BUddle was nearing the erd or 
hls one-sided di scussion. 

•we nc" consider the l ast .t,.o lines 
or thi s beaut lt ul P11Crk,• sai d Hr. Buddle. 
•Hony s tud ents or li tera t ure reg ard these 
two lin es as being the n:ist outstanding 
e~le or anticlimax In t he Engli sh 
t-ongue. That Is not att vtew. Let me 
read you the cl osing llnes tn question .• 

Hr. Buddl e lltted his book , and rend 
dromat tea.Uy: 

s oaiolent a~sJ)heN had settled ()ver his •J.nd 'lllhen they burled him the littl e 
class . Hr. Buddle tcuched upon the probable : port had seldom seen a costlier tunerol . 1 

sources or Tennyson's narrative . He Kr . Buddl e peered at hi s class over 
analysed the characte ri sation - ·th e stMng the t<ip ot hi s glasses. 
and reso l ute Enoch, the constan t. and kindl y 'Are thes e lines bathes? No, boys , 

/h tllp , the gent l e and ccq:,assl onate AMt e. they are nou • Hr. Buddle sh.ak his 
As the mi nute hand or t.he cl ock cNp t heod and gave 8 d l gnt rt ed li tt l e sa ll e. 

rcUnd, towards noon yc.wns beean::ie general H,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,.,,,,,,H,.,,.,.,.,..,.,,,,,,.,,,.., .. ,.,.,,.,,.,,,,,.,,,,,.,.,,,,,,,,..,,,,,,,,,,,.,,..,,,.,,,,,,,,,.,,, 
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•Those lines, boys, a.re ertectlve ns th e This blM.er pocket Qlld"""';lped hi s ey~ 
close or a traged)' - a sen.se or reUet and : 10h, sir - it w.ia GUSSY, slr 
repose arter the traa,le stress Md pn.sslon. j · •Gussy?• hoot ed ":· Buddl e. 'Who la 
Those tnc lin es are not antlcUmx - they l Cusm• 
ru-e a s l &h. The poet rtnds peace or .olnd, ·1 Neredlth &W'il ed ond SltU&d . He 
o.11 paaston 81)ent.• : spoke breathlesslJ'. 

' Oh, sir, cuss., set htmelt up M a 
And then Meredith laughed. det.ectlve, si r . He bad o. cllent come to 
.:.a Hr. Buckile's noble words ended , see him, sir . • · 

tteredlth ' .s gurgle dl~e lled the colm, the ETcry boy tn the room wil.S w.1teh lng 
explosion or lwghter \'lllch t oJl o,i-00 the . Heredlth. EVecy boy wa..s gr lMtng . 
gurg l e Sh.'.lttered the nt.lilCsphere . Boys l'tlo ! Hr. Bucic1le stood spceehless . 
h3d been dozing s:it up 000 took not i ce, ; •GusS)' sa id , s ir , tha t he didn't 

It wns a question nheth er Tennyson ' s : 1:1100 his case being d;:11gercus , s i r ~ 
closing l ines Jn 'Enoch Arden" were nn anti - \ Hered tth .mock , .tnd hi s race turned M 
cur.ax, There wo.s no doubt o.t a ll th:i.t even deeper §lad e o r red. 1He snld, 
Herodlth ' s le.ugh was one. '!bough sir, tha t he nl.w~s carr i ed his 1 tWJ.St !lY 
TcnnysC11'S p0sston m;tJ have been spent, wevolT.'.lh--' 
Mr. BUddle1 s "~ Just touehed ore. Meredith QOOked with atrth. 

r.r. Buddl e &lared a t Meredith. He Hr. BuckUe' s countenonce wns a study. 
ralr1¥ bri st led. Every eye ln the rorc- . out tn the class, Shovel lt Ctcd his hond 
room w.:i..s tumed r.owan:ts the bey ffN:l h.'.ld j ;:ind tapped the side ot his heOO nt th his 
loo.ghed. ~ Ind ex rtnger . Del ighted gr ins were to 

•Meredith , obscene boy, how d:i.rc ycu?• : be seen everywhere • 
.t.nd Ncredlth lauOlcd agatn. J.nother 

gurgling pet:110 His Cllce was red .ts a •..tnd, sir , ·«hen Gussy S'.l!d th:i.t , his 
peciny In contrnst with the gold or hls oop clien t $lid 'A n.is t y revolver might not 
or JUI.t r . Hla ll&lih r::ing out , a lillxturc or go orr o.t the rlf)lt mor.ent. 1 Oh , sir , 
mirth ~ Intense p.i.tn. He hel d his sides It wo.a e scre.?JD - Oh, sir __. 
and ahook. MeredH,h rocked with laughter once 

tr Neredlth was red , Nr. BUddle wo.s . D:1re. Te.:irs were running dom hi s checks. 
o.lmost purple . The drendtul thought c.- J His race ms the colour or n beetroot now. 
Into th e 11ttst.er1s i:itnd tha t he , ttr . Buddle , l Nr. Buddle snntched up hi s CMe. · 
n.u the cause ot the outburst ot hilarity . l He le.ipcd Crom hls platfoMII. Wi th .i 
Had he sooebow got a Sllldge ot Ink on hts j couple or bounds he c Nsse<l to Hercdlth . 
nose? Hod so.oc part ot hi s clothing tn- ; Lilting hi s c.ane, Mr. Buddle brought It 
minrtentl.y been left unt3.Stened? Hr. : dor11 wi th 3 olghty crock on the top or 
Buddle kne,r th e cni.elty Inherent In boys . ; Heredl th ' s desk . 
They woul d laugh at «tYone1 s dlscomtlture . ! •suenc e, grotesque youtht• roared 

•Oh, s ir,• 13.SPed Heredl th. '. Hr. B:!edesccnded Up<l'I the COn:l-J"QOlil. 
He ant ore into cnother peal or : Heredlth had ceased l.iugbtn.g. His race 

!~t : ~n:c:'~i.!~r =· Ule~~:s. , wn.s cxmtorted . He he ld h Js Sides In 

•touehed \ 1 llllrmlJ"ed Brazenb&3flo j MgUl~ls la scanda l ous t• ytipped 11r. 
Nr. Buddle ts eyes gllnted wi th .mgcr . : . Buddle. 
' Meredith , you h.1.ve dared to Insult ( He threw open Heredltht a desk. 

your toMll"1DO.Ster by l aughing at SOQCthln& ; Within , on top or the net1.t pil e ot schoo l 
In the Engll&h lesson. • . j books, la, .:i. periodical opened wlc:te. 

Snggtng , exhausted, tteredlth rose In i Hr. BUddle turned a basilisk glON 
his plt1.ce. i upon Herec:tlth. · 

• Oh, sir, I t 'll'asrl 1 t t he English ' •..is 1 thought. , Neredlth t Once .11:aln 
lesson , s lr _. · 1 ttnd yw gulltY' or resdtng puerile 

• Then what wna lt?' detmmod Hr. · literature In IIY' cl nNrOom.1 

Buddle . · Hr. Buddle ,e1Md the per l oc:UCU, 
,,....,,,,,,11eredl~![ked a ~erch l ct rro11_ , __, __ ,,.,_,,,,_ ... ,. ...... _H_..,_ 
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cl o•ed it , ond glnnee<I :it th e cover . 

•oh , a ir - er, cm - walled tferedtth.. 
'Thi s, • s ::ild 11r. Buctdlc , • ts by no mea.na the t trst. ttoe t have found you NOO.lna 

th U pcmtctous publteatlon dUrtng t.he leucn . • 
• Not Wt one, st r,• sai d Nered tt h plo t nth el.y. •Th nt cne's called ' Hard Th ::iut , 

,t r. • ttve never read tt before si r. t1;y dod onJ,y acnt It t o me 
t his morning, sir .• 

'Pl sh l' exclatncd Mr. Buddl e . 
Still cln.sptna the Oei:i, he strode bock t o hla plot t orm ll1d 

1.1Cunted. 
• Hered ltb ,• a.:il d Hr, Buddl e , hi s vo ic e very deep, 1 tbls 

obnoxtcus peri od.teal ts conr t ac:ite<t. For daring to lilugh al oud 
du.ring gy- Engltsh lesson you wtll be detn tned t hi s ott emoon and 
next \h tdnesdoy ntt ernoon . This afternoon you will write me an 
essay on Ten.nyaoel's ' Enoch lirde n• . Tou will brl n£ Wt essa1 to 
me tomorrow C10mt ng otte r ch..:!pel.• 

•oh , s tn• mo:llled Hered tth. 
•1 r cvor again , Hered t th , I ri nd you readln& this nolS(lae 

mgutne tn class _. Hr. Buddl e t4pped th e GB:1 ootnoua]Jr •- I 
ahnll reques t Kr. Scar let. to ln tllc t upon ycu the cacat severe 
n ciutna ever to be :id.L1tnl stcNd to ony boy tn the long history ot 
&lode Coll •10. Tou r:, be se.o.ted, Heredt th.• 

Woeru111 Her«ltth s:i.t down. 
'Clruis ,• s:ild Hr. Buddle , • wnl be extended by rtrte en olnu t es 

thts 1:10mlng tn ent er tin t •e ~ Ncopw.re the t l ae 1'1hlcb this 
obtuae boy MS c.:i.uaed ua t o l ose .• 

When cl ~s eventually di smi s sed , HeNd.l th round thnt hls 
popUl~ lty :smna hl a roro- rt ll ow• hN:I Ened . 

• It la an Ill wlnd whl ch bl cws nobody nny coed ,' observed 
Hr. Buddl e that evening tc the bu st or Shnkespeare ln h i s study. 

WP!.en Hr, Buddl e went to bed , he tooic. • Hant Tl:neS- with him. 
He h311 been just ],y t riccnaed by t Ind Ina Neredl th engrossed tn the 
Gem In the ?:llddl e or t he English lessen, but the nent h.xt Its a.'I 
c.cmpcnsat ton s Car Hr, Buddle. lt had prov ided hla with the llcht 
llt er3ture which he olw.oyo roWld so so.ttarytng. 

f er sr.m ttme non ttr . Buddle hlld been a keen re.3dcr or th e 
Ccm. :. new lssuo or tho per lodlc:ll was deliv ered t o hi m evecy 
Wednudo,y by hi s newsnecnt. nnd licctne8dcy h3d becoce o red- l etter 
dDY tor t:r. SUcldle. 

But 'Karel Tl s:,est' nM C"f'en r:iore dealroble , rcr It had a blu e 
cover . The Ceu '9 tth blue co'Vt'ra Md been published Cllll\)' y~ 
eorller , a, Hr . Buddl e knew, .:i.nd scaehow he cnJOftd th e blue CUii 
non odl"e thM the l ot.er Issues . Hr . Buddle Md not reoo anra 
Gems with blue eonrs .. 1bey were unobtainab l e In the shopa . 
Every copy or tht blue Cc11 Which Hr. Buddle h.'ld reed hcd been 
obt.41ned by con rt ac4t l on tro c Mered I th or the Lower Fourth . 
•Hw Th:oea' wo.a no e.i:cepttcn ta t.h.11 respect. 

Bo Nr; Buddle adju sted hta beds i de 1=1>, .'.:l'ld set tled down to 

I as 
reed . The story was .Jil14r l ou1 trom. th e opontna lines . Tho autho r had real],y l et 
h t maelt go ln ti riot or rlb-tl cki tna HQUlinces, bod puns. t!nd .slick tlmour , W Hr . 
BUddle round hl a enjO)'llllnt 1ncre 3S lnc • Ith every co lucn. It wo., obvto.11 th:l.t th e 
author hael loved 'wrltlnc t he atocy, m:t th t render entered Int o t he ,p l r l t C1r It all. 

11t. 8\ddl e cn,intec: end e] led and 1tg1ec1 ca he N.:id:'!....------
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Toa HelT)' & Co were ahc r t or money , an::t l t wa.a .-~tb.lr .August us who hod t he eoq 

Id ea or earning some. lt wo.s t:i.nc.ast t eal.11 rumy. 
There wa.a re ference to a vi alt to Bt , J Im' s by the cel ebr .3ted dt tect t n , ren-era 

Locke, 'Rho hxl mnoged t o ~ture th& elu s h' e cr tmtnol , the eyater l ous 11, . Hr. Buddle 
woa de light ed, He reae abered th e occa.alon well. In t ac t . the occo\D'lt o r tt h3d been 

ccnt o lnecl. In the very first CitcS ,Whi ch Hr. Buddl e eTOr reoo. 
In 1 Ho.rd Tlaed', J.rttur MJ8Ustus dec ided to advert i se hl m elt 

n:s a dett ct ln, and he succeeded In attrac t i ng o c li ent . 

4'.rthur August us woul d glOOl.)' h.llve nsst.Ded th e a irs or a. 
r err ers Locke or o 8Htcn Bld(.e. He f elt ke~nty tho need or a 
bi g bloodhound lying on the rug , er or :i 1ent1e Dr. \fatson be for e 
whoa his c lient coul d speak qu l te rre cl.Y. 

11r, 6tnlle chuckled hlpp Uy. He W'3S unocquatntod wi th Sextcin 
Bl ake , but h e kn ow quite n l e t :\bQut Sherlock Hol.olea :ind Fen-er , 
Locke . 

Gussy • s c lient wore :1 .motor- coot , wtth l'w&e gogal cs oovcrtn, 
up cost or hts race, me:! th tel( grey "118.kcrs covcr lng the rest . 

1 1 dOOUcc th.o.t you a.. ... :& bache lor , str , beCD.Wle ::,. mttMled mo.n 
would not be a ll owed to go out In o du.stay co ::,.t or ::,. cllst ~ car ,• 
so.Id O•J.rc y. ' Hts wt Ce would see th ::i.t 1 t ,ma dUsted . JJl I 
wight? ' 

" Yes, certa inly I = a ba.chel or, • .sold t he col onel . 1 1 have 
never been DOITl od , not cnce Inc, llte . I t 11 a thl"* I do not 
go In ro r at :111. • 

•.A.r.d now to bustn e1s , s t r. • 
•You arc wllll n& t o t3t e up o. dans erous e:i.ae? 'l'c rl si< your 

1111?1 

• rans , Yrathoh.1 Ptr:lY l e t me h.'.lTe the deto tl s , Col onel .• 
•Very good . Ny" wl Ce has d t sa,ppe:ired ,' a:tld th e co lonel. 
Ot.\f'cy JU:'l)ed. 
•Your wtto?• ho exc laloed . 

ttr . Buddle shook with mrrlaent. It waa o lon& ttoc stn co 
he had been so thorou.shl, ent ert :"llned . He re nd en . 

• I wo.s r cnlly QllOOl ng t• ey moth er ,• so ld the colonel t n 
uplQrnltton . •The 1:1t1t.ake M1S OJe to QY Q&lt.ctton. H¥ mot.her 
has d t sapp oo.rod . 1 

IJ DD Ye,o' IC .., to hear It.• 
•&xcuN thtse te:ira - nen an old .old t e r t eel1 the dNodtul 

l oH ct ht a l!IOther, • aci d the col cntl . 1 Wh11- I wu In Sout.b 
Atrl ec , ft &hc.lna; t or tbe E.q,lre , "' co th er wn1 1tol en by a &an& 
of Anarchfga .• 

•Bot J an l 1bllt wna wottuih o. long ttme ago , woml' t tt?• 
H:elol..cl D• J.r"C'I, 1n IUJ"Pl'I 11. 

' Tl• doe 1 not ehtdt th e nm of filial crtef ,• a.aid t he 
col onel wl t.b o. ~ 80b. ' T'h• poli ce are uH l us . You lllll:t 
bl amr. of tho.t, I f 7cu ha.Te pef'WMd d• teo t ln 1.'0 rl es to tJrf¥ 
ezt ent.• "' 

Thlrt7""tl1'1 r ~ ha:! dro pp ed mm, tro• Hr. lud<lle, .. He -. crtMtni 3ld ohackllnc 
'llke n 9ChoolboJ. 

In tbe st.err, the oclon eJ. ar cceedec:1 In proTldlnc Oete ci.t n 0'1.r'c;J' wtUt 111oh UMt\tl 
clues that ou._ dec ided M eould t1nc:1·the .• t11 l rc . hd1 wttboUt d elq or dtfflCUl tT,r 



• You wi ll venture to seek !Rf cother? • 
sa id th e colonel . 

•Yaos, wathnh.L• 
• You will go armed , or cour se? • 
•Penf <ll)S l h.'\d bet t ah t ake rrq tlllllstey 

'ftvolv:•h,• s.o.td O•Arcy thou,aht ruUy . 
•Excuse me. ;.. rusty revolver m1&ht 

not go orr a t the r i ght aoaent __. 
• twust.AY, r:ry denh sir - I s3ld 

tlllUStay -• 

Hr. BOOdle roQJ"ed alou d. He shook 
with uneontroll.lble l aught er . 

• Utterl.y r id icul ous, • iurg lcd Hr. 
Buddle. •J. brlllt;int , ,rlt e r t Superb 
comedYl Coqi l etel.y propo stero us t Oh, 
denr L1 

ttr . BOOdle recd on. 

: doubt. t nto our 1 1 Tes - • th.lndered l'tr'. 
Scar l et. 

Mr-. Buddl e heaved. He had o. 
: terr i ble des i re t o laugh . He began to 
! reel dreodtul . He l ooked Ql'OWld hlm.. He 
: t ried to expel t he trosty rnolver f rom hts 
: thoughts . It was useless. Ht s mind went 
) bock ~tot:1at1col1Y to l..rtlJJr J.ugustus. 
i •P erwaps I h<lC1 bettoh take ~ t wustay 
) " evol Toh.• 
\ •Excuse me. A rusty r evol 1'er mi ght 
; not go otr a t the rt&ht moment -

) Hr . Buddle g,3.ve a slight g tggle 1 and 
f smothered l t . S evcrn.l beys In pews fur t her 
; t orwnrd t urned ond looked a t hto. Hr. 
f Buddl e went red os tl re . He fro,med . He 
; gri maced. He t ried to MJ ust hlS mtnd. 
' He conccntr3t cd on th e pre acher . 
: Hr. Scru-let 1'r.lS booming on: 

The chap el ,1t Sl odc present ed a pea ce- ! 1 The Cospel tells us not to gln undue 
ru1, devout scene on Sundot u:imlng . The : eons tdcr a t t on to the thi ngs or this WOt"ld 
Spr tn, 81.Dl rt 1'cred through t he sto.lned- , - not to l~ up tre o.!l.l.res on e.:irth where 
glass vilndO!tS Md tell across the s1ooe boya_ J:lOt h nnd rust con,.1pt -• 
seated In the pcws. : • Perwo,ps I h.:ld bett.:ih t ake ar,, twustay 

Every bo.,y, sen i or or Jun i or , w:ls : wcvolvah • 
expec t ed to 3ttcnd d ivin e worsh i p on Sunday j • • 
coming s . t-'.ost or th ee ott ended Slc.:te t s ; Hr. Buddle b lt his lip~. He 
OM'I chapel where Hr. Sc~rl et , t he He:ld- : fought a l os i ng b3tt l e with hts e.oot lons. 
m..,.ster, conducted what he descr i bed as a • Excuse Cle. :1 rusty revolver might 
pure l y non- sec t:irton service . j not co ot r o t the r l (!ht ti~ment -• 

The Lower Four th boys, sptck anc1 span / Mr. Budd.le l ,lllghed. 
tn their l:!aLIVe ~ whi t e bl azers and 1 I t st.irte<l o.s a gurg l e. I t ccnt t nued 
sruirl)ly'- crensed gre y al~s , occ upl ed ·pews )wi th o. sound U ke steam escop t ng fr om a 
towards the rront or th e cMi)el . Hr. i kettl e or bolling n.1ter . It ended as a 
Buddle, lik e the Vtll.ig e Bl aek.st1lth , Mt ; loud expl os i on. It rang through the chape l 
al:lOJlt his boys . He S.'\t .:.t rJle end ot a , at Slade . 
pew, <ln the cc-ntral ol sle . i Jn t he pulp i t Hr . Scllr l ett s e l oquence 

Hr. Scarle t "18 now h.JJ.f-ff :iy through j w.lS stecrJed obrup t l.y. He st-«t in s tl ence , 
his sen:ion. I~ good sert1Gn hel ps people in \ st3 r 1ng In utter m:i.:lZement a t Hr . Buddle . 
d iff erent ways . So!:IE! r lsl! t roc It ·gre 3t1Y i EYer)' eye In the chopel wns turned upon 
strengthened . Ot h;r1 "oke !roe lt. re- j Hr. Buddle. 
fr eshed . It .ll'\Ythl n.g, Hr . Buddle bel on&ed 1 P.e choked . He he.1vect. He had M 
'tO the s econd cat egory. ) tntemo.l. ti ght, Md t.hen he lwghed aga i n. 

Hr . Buddl e so.t .:.nd dozed 1:1! Hr. l Hastf].y Hr. Buddle ro se to bts reet . 
Scar l et l et hlme lt go ccncem tng the ! conrtni h l s -.u th and nose wi th hi s 
dcp l oroble motertcltso In the llod6m 'l'tOrld. ; hMdkerch l e t he hast ened down t.hc a i sl e 

•we need tru.s t1• sntd Hr. sea.r;et. j gh ·tng senn l ar ttrt c l al coughs a., he ~ent . 
The non1 penetroted Hr . Buddle 5 j only the cl .itter or Kr . Buddl e ' s shoes on 

ClrQws tness . I t s t ruck a d\ord tn h lS j the ttled go.ngwey-dUturbed the s U ence ot 
ClellX)I")' . Trust . A trus~ r evolv ur. Kr . I the chape l. Aa he reached the door s be 
BUddle ·gan n silent , Invol untary chuck.le. I heard 3 lllll"Cl.U" PtlSS through the congrega ti on . 
~ :~~u~e~~sh!~~~. think ing ot · The dOora cl osed on Kr . Buddle . 

•1 t we introduce t rus t lna toad. ot • • • • • • • ·---- -------- ... -· ........ ,. ......... -.. ,, .... ,_ .. ,__,..,, ............. ,,,, ..... ,,,,,.,, ............ .,,,, .. .. 
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The morning service was over. J..s Hr . : 

Scarlet l eft th e chapel by the side door , · 
Hr . Buddl e appr'Qoched him. Mr. Scar let 
go.ve Mr. Buddle a frosty l ook. 

Hr. Buddlel s race was red . He spcike 
je rk l J.y. ; 

•Excu se me, Heodril.'.lst e r . I owe you nn [ 
apology . I stncerely hcpe th.l.t my cut- · 
burs t ot coughtne; tn chapel this oornlng 
did not disturb you un<ft.11.)'.• : 

'Your cut.burs t or coughing , l'.r. Buddle?: 
Coughing? I wns W\der the tCQ.)resslon --• · 

11 1 was thoughtl ess , sir . l oclt t ed 
to take w cough lozenges ln t c ch:l.pcl with 

Poss! bl.y Nr. Buddl e was on the verge or 
acqu iring the gtrt - cn lf or the most 
precious In humanl ty - ot being able to 
l augh at himself. 

In hts armchair he chuckled, ;i 

trifle selt - cons clo usJy . 
There w:is o. top on the door . 

•Come tn ,• C.!lled out Mr. Buddle 
te.sttly. 

The door opened and tferec:11th entered . 
He closed the door Md crossed to H.r. 
Bud::.Ue. 

•My 1C'J)os1tton, s ir , • he said , 
oe. /, t1ci<llng in the thro.i.t, sir. I 
thought It be tt er to lea ve.• 

: hancHng Hr. Buddle on open exercise-bock . 
i The golden -ho.Ired yout h stood with his 

• Very dls t resstng ror youl' s:'lid Hr . 
Sc:1.rlet drtJy . • J SJ.ggest that you visit 
the school l:lll.tron tor se,me sort or rc::.cdy .• 

•J will, slr ,11 exclnlr:ed Mr. Buddle. 
~:. can only repent CO' apol ogy, Hclldm3ster 

•P rw don' t CJ.Cntlon tt, Nr. Buddlel' 
Sclld Hr. Scarlet . 

The He~ter w:llkod away In stately 
dten tty. 

Hr. Buddle mopped hts brow. 

· h31lds behind him. 
Mr. Buddle ran his eye over Meredith ' s 

scr3Wl , reOOlne the opening paragraph ot 
the essar, 

• Enoch Arden la a sad stocy • .knn I e 
ts a gentle wcmon ~ho commits blggenrl)' but 
she ce t s away wt th t t bee~use one o r her 
husbo.nds l s on a dessert l slilnd . The 
second ?u.lsb::llld gtve s t he U r.st husbond n 
costly CWleral aM that cheers everyone up 
though the)" sigh . It t s not an ont l cU max.11 

Hr. Buddle shook his head ruaruu.y . 
•It• s a lovely story , sir ,• · said 

: Meredith. 
'Oh, ~lllll t ty 1• ruttered Mr. Buddle. ; • It ' s a preposter'QUS stocy,• snapped 
It nas nearly t i me tor lunch , and Mr. ; 11r. Buddle. He bl ushec:1. 1 0h , you mean 

Buddle w.1s resting In t he armchair In his · t EnochJ.rden '• Te s , Neredlt.h, I' m gl.ld 
stucty. He f elt mentally exhousted , ycu apprec i ate the work or Tonnyson . • 
wld.ec lded 'lfflether to be ashwaed o r htmsclt There was a gl tmer t n Heredlth' s eyes . 
or t i ck l ed t o death . ; • May I go, please , sir?• 

Chnrles Loltttl once sa1<1 th at he 11 llllghOO l •You may go , Mered I th.• 
.n.t nnythlng awtul , 11 Md conf essed t o having · Heredtth turned and walked to the dcor , 
laughed at a runeral . Now Mr. Buddle h.ld •Heredtthl' 
laughed In Ch.'.l.l)el . He Colt akin to •Str?• The boy l ooked back . 
Charles L<mc. 11.r. 8uddle trowned. 

nr. Buddle and laughter were not clos e j •Under the cl rcumtanee s - you seem 
acquaintances. Long, lon& ago , no doubt ; t o h.o.ve Wlderstood the l esson - I ~, 
ttr . Bu<ldle had laughed as 0.1eh as any 1 your detent i on t or next Wtdne.sday ntternoon 
ovcl'tlge schoo l boy. But CMY years 4S a \ t s cancelled .' 
schoolmostcr hOO <)J.lled his sense or humour . i Heredtth' s tace lit up. 
He hod clothed himself In dign ity, :rx1 as ' Oh, thank you, sir. Nay I hav e qy 
the yeors passed It h:ld hardened into J. Ceo, please , sir? ' 
veneer o r solemlty . Now.ldeys Hr. Buddle 'Yc ur Oun? Certalnl.y not l ·1 haren•t _. 
seldom laughed. Hr. Buddl e nearl.y sa t d • I haven • t 

Yet the mon who could si t throu gh a 1 tlntshed 1t yet,' but h e checked ht mselt 
Ctlm comedy without a so1l e creasing his j in time. 
ro.ce had new l aughed In chapel . He j 11TM.t absurd per l odhal t s ccn tl scated , 
decided tha t he felt none th e worse tcr It. i Hered l th . You m3Y ask me ror It on t he 
It anything , he Celt a little bet ter. ! l as t day or terc . Now gol 11\e bell tor 

""""""""""''"'"'""'""'"''"'"""""""""'"""""'''"'"''"'"'""'"""""''" """'m""'"""''-""""""'""''""""'"""' '"''"" ""''"""'""'"""''" 
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lunch h~ lust started to rtng.• 

HeNdlth went.. Then was n t,1lnt Ctaconda smile on hb lM occnt young race. 

- -- - - - - - - ~ ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

GE!·l.S OF HA!.UllrONIA (No, 6, New Series) 

Sturgis of the Sixth was leaving St , Jim ' s , 
Sturgis of the Six t h was nobody in partirular, 
Bui he was leaving, and when a fellow left, there generally was 

a sale of his belonging s , and on such occasions fellows rallied round, 
Obviously , a fellow couldn I t t ake with him, when he l eft school , a 
study carpet much the worse for wear , a screen that showed plain 
traces of fencing - foils and Indian clubs, a clock that wouldn ' t go ,6n 
ol'eogra ph splashed with inkj und other belongings of tha t kind . 
Probably his people would have stared at such a cargo re aching home. 

Perhaps dear fr iend s missed him when he went. On t he ot her 
band , perhaps hi s friends were ple ased to see the l ast of him, They 
might say "Old Stur gis i s gone," or they might say "Thank goodness 
that ass Sturgis has cl eared at last ! " In either case , it was felt 
a proper thing to look in at t he sale and appropriate at le as t one 
article at twice its value , 

Nearly al l the Sixth had turned up at Sturgis ' sale , Even Knox, 
the meanest fell ow in the Sixth , had given a shilling for a pen- wiper 
worth a fr action of a penny, It was not the custom for a fellow to 
hold the sale personally, Another chap would act as salesman, and it 
was a point of honour to realise t he highest prices possible, 
Mulvane y major of the Sixth had pl ayed auctioneer on this occasion, 

Mulvaney 1'88 a business man born . Ji.fter it was over he scught 
. out Sturgis of t he Sixth , 

"No end of a success , " he told him, "What do you think of seven 
pounds ten shillings?" 

"Oh, jolly good!" said Sturgis , 
"And here ' s the money, excepting a quid that you 'r e going to lend 
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me till you see me again, " said Mulvaney major . 
And Sturgis pocketed six pounds ten . 

* * * * * * * * * 
THE LAST MAGNET SUB-STCRY 

By Laurie Sutton 

For some years past I have been making a close s tudy of the 
Greyf ri ars and St . Jims sto r ies in the Magnet and Gem. AS I have 
st a ted earlier , I have discovered that a considerable number of 
stories sti ll generally attributed to Charles Hamil ton are , in fac t , 
th e work of substitute writ er s . 

Bow does one det ermine a substitute story? Some stand out 
clearly by an atrocious style of writing, faulty char a cteri sa tion, 
absurd sequences, etc . But not al l sub-stor ies are eo easy to 
detec t . Some authors (Pentelow for exampl e) can be r ecognised by 
thei r own ind ividu al sty le and r epea ted use of certain cliches and 
phr ases , so that once we have identified sto ri es of that auth or we 
can "match up" oth er sto ri es that have clearly come fr om the same pen. 

In th e case of Charles Hamil ton , his writings cannot be identi 
fied in this manner. Al th0\J8h he had many mannerisms, and repe a ted 
phr ases and quotations , we er e faced with the pro blem that practically 
every sub-wri t er first studi ed his stories and obvi ously abstracted a 
list of his more comon phrases and quotations . In the CllSe of 
autho r s who wrote over a per iod of many years (Bro oks , Samways, 
Pentelow , etc . ) these quotes were eventuall y abs or bed into their own 
style ; so much so tha t, in 1928, when he had bee n writing St . Jims 
yarns for 18 year s , E. S. Brooks in the "Handfo rth at St , Jims" s er ie s 
used many popular Hamil ton quotes, including Rachel of old; guinea a 
box; corn in Egypt; he feared the Greeks; Medea and Persi ans ; 
Aunt Sempronia ; Stentorian shouts ; his diminished head, 

The onl y way of identify ing a genuin e tal e is throug h an intimate 
lmowl edge of the autho r ' s sty l e , characterisation, atmos pher e, supreme 
humorous writing, dialogue of adul t characters - in fact , the she er 
class and craft smanship . I find , for instance , tha t when I am reed 
ing a genuine tale i t is r athe r like gliding along a smooth ro ad in a 
Rolls Royce: when I get hold of a sub-story I am r ocki ng and jerking 
down a rutty lane on Joyce' s wood-cart . It is not jus t a matter of 
the actual merit of t he story. Some sub tales er e quite good, while 
some C, H, tales ere not outstanding or do not appe al to me. But 
even in a poor is h Hamil ton story the craftsman I s touch is st ill there 
.. to be clearly distillguished fro m inferior wri ters • .,~,After al l_,~ ~ 
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Br adman sometimes made o c!Uclc, but he didn I t t8l<e a stance like 
Horace Coker in doing sol 

However, there are some stories which, although I am convinced 
they are subs, it is difficult to prove them as such. These stories 
often contain puzzling data that points to them coming from C.H., yet 
the gene ral style and a mass of un- Hamil ton phraseology suggests 
otherwise. My belief is that many of these stories were written 
from inside Fleetvay Houae, eithe r by editorial staff or by an author 
who worked with access to C.H. •s lll!lIIWlcripta, both publi she d and un
published. This would expl ain how a sub-story could take over 
immediately at a l oca tion set by C.H., and explains the immediate use 
of new characters by a sub-vri t er - or, in certain other cases, the 
use of newly-cr eated sub-characters interpolated into genuine sto ri es! 

It is my belief also that substi 1ute stories were from time to 
time used even when genuine stories were in hand - either to t es t 
r eaders ' reactions or to keep a reserve writer (or writer s) in train
ing to assure the continuance of the papers in an emergency such as 
the illness (or death) of the star auth or, Careful r eading convinces 
me that this went on right up to the year 1939 in the Magnet, al thOUBh 
the Magnet imitations of the 1930' s were not so obvious as earlier 
ones - probably because the vri ter was more soaked in Hamiltonian l ore. 

It is generally thought that the last Greyfriars sub- sto ry 
appeared in Magnet 1220, published in 1931. My personal records, 
however, indicate the last sub . to be No. 1659, "Billy Bunter's 
Bargain,• published 2nd Dec, 1939, (beloved by quiz - compilers as the 
number containing the list of Remove juniors in the F.ditor•s chat) . 
This is a good imitation, but an imitation nevertheless, as a close 
and critical ~1udy shows, The story itself is a thin one of how 
~ has his bike stolen by a tromp who paints it and sells it (on 
ticlc) to Bunter. Incidentally, Bunter's buying of a bike on tick 
from a tramp, his expl anations to the Removites that it was a pres ent 
from an uncle of varying names, and his request for a loan to pay the 
cost of carriage at the railway station is a carbon copy of a 1928 
story (1056, "Billy Bunter's Bike"). Even the list of uncles 
suggests that the author had recently read the earlier story, uncles 
George, William, Rupert, and Herbert appearing in both stories, 

Unfor1unstely, to quote all the evidence I have abstracted from 
this story would require far more space than the edito r could grant 
me. However, I , advise all interested readers who possess this story 
to read it through slowly and critically , As a guide I will dr"" 

attention to;~~~-':'~ un_:~::,~,~-----



Page 25 
expr essions and phrases, It will be observ ed t hat aome of the 
expressions suggest C, H., but I have deli berately spo tli ght ed these as 
typical examples of a common sub-writ er s habit - that of using a 
Hamil ton quote , but with an unmistakeab le variation of phr aseology , I 
have placed an aste risk against some of the most glaring examples of 
eub-wri t ing, 

Ill&. _£2!rn ~. First word (p) hi&!. Col umn ~. First word(s) 
3 1 11 Perhaps 12 1 11 What 

1 16 Bunter* 1 13 He f el t 
2 3 .And tell the 3 8-9 This was 
3 2 "Wlut 3 23 Four" 

4 1 8-9 ".And Mauly 13 3 13 "Well you 
2 15 Billy Bunter* 3 20 It's like 
2 24 So fo r 14 2 13 "Then you 
2 26 On second • 15 3 5 As the 
3 13 Five* 16 1 11 Smudge 
1 8 That arm 1 17 His comrades 
2 11 Lord 1 19 But the * 
3 10 Ther e was 2 23 Smudge, roally 
3 28 "But we 3 17 He got off 

6 2 3 There 17 3 14 What Billy* 
2 10 Billy Bunter was 3 27-8 Bunter had 
2 17 Today 18 1 11- 2 A ghos t• 

. 3 27 Billy Bunter was 2 15 The remaining* 
3 29 If Bunter 3 21 "'iell, th ey 'r e 

7 2 5 Skinner 19 1 14 "Csbbageflag e 
8 1 6 That was 20 1 10 He was• 

1 8-9 Often he had 1 29 Now that* 
2 15-17 On n tag 3 15 "His " bike* 
3 7 It was* 3 · 22 Who are 
3 9 Breath* , 24 Coker was 
3 16 "Beasts* 21 1 4 Coker met 

9 1 2 .And had 2 15 He fix ed . 
1 4 He trudged* } 2 "It' w881l't* 
2 6-7 Billy Bunt er 3 13 The envelope 
2 8 Twice* 22 2 1 "Silence* 
2 21-2 But there* 23 3 17, 'Judging 
2 23 It was 24 1 13-4 He had 

1 O 1 20 No earthly* 2 6 "33~54447 
2 4 .And Bunter 26 1 2- 3 "Ohl I · 

·•m"m"""~-.. ! .. m,-m.!,. _ That , . real:!,, . _____ 2_ .. 9-,._1,.2 __ ._T_ain_._•_t_• __ _ 
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~ Column ~ . First vord(s ) ! ~ ~ Ell!:!!., First word(s) 
11 1 2 "You lazy 26 J 19 Sllllldge-

1 14 Leaving 

· Well , the r e we have it . I shall be very interested to have too 
comments of fellow - students of llBmil tonisns , and I fee l confident 
that the IDBjor i ty of experts will agree with rJ1/f findings, · 

* * * * * * * • . • 
LET' S BE CONTROVERSIAL 

J!2....1i, NO, SIR ! 
Mr, Laurie Sutton ' s article (in this issue) is extremely well

wri tten, and it will undoubtedly provide food for thought for large 
numbers of our readers who possess Magnet No, 1659, He hi ts the 
nai l on the head when he seys , in effect, tlut one could ~ a 
substitute s t ory, It was by no means a matter of mere concrete 
internal literary evidence. 

I have said before , and I sey again , that I do not believe any 
substitute story in the llagnet or Gem would pass fo r genuine with too 
real expert. I do believe that some genuine stories, for various 
reasons , coul d pass as substitute wor k, To sum up - if there is an:J 
doubt , then it is a genuine story . 

lie have printed Mr, Sutton I s examples and references na he gave 
them in bis art i cle , but I do not find then too enay to fo ll ow, lli th 
plenty of them, I r eally do not see what point he is trying to make . · 
Bis arti cl e is novel and thought -provoking , though he may be making 
r ather an undesirable precedent , Ther e is probably not one genuine 
story ever written from which one could not dr8Jf eimilar conclusions 
by taking certain small items out of context , 

I t is rJ1II belief that Mr, Sutton is wrong in thinking Magnet No, 
1659 a substitute story , I t is typical of t he Magnet stories of 
that period. It is , in fact, typical of mBl\Y of the post-war .&mter 
books , 

!Ir . Sutton t,,,,s selected i tams which he conside r s point to 
substitute writing , but it iB possib l e to pick out dozens of little 
items which anbody the delightful mellow wr iting for which Hamilton 
was justly famous, Here are just three which we have se l ected almost 
at random: 

"It was a selfish worl d; and nobody ever seemed to realise that 
i t was up to lµ.m to do tbase t hings f or .&mter, Even Bob Cherry , who 
had been~..J.LI"'~lQ llDJJ:-IIQW~..mt.~lli.th,.lla.1:,1.Ql:i.e . __ 
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Hazeldene •s bike, never seemed to have a half - holid ay to spare for 
Bunter's . " 

"Mr. Purkiss, as he tramped by the bridle-path in Redclyffe Wood, 
looked as if he was in want of some luck. He wore a shabby old over 
coa t that was too large for him. His boots were ancient , and held 
more or l ess together by twisted wire. His hat would have made a 
dus t-he ap look unusually shabby . His countenence indicated that he 
could not afford the use of soap . His finge r s indicated t hat a nai l
brush was far beyond his means. 

Only in one respect did Mr. Purkiss appear to be able to spend 
money, There was an aroma clinging to him of mingled be er and 
tobacco, which showed that , somehow or other, Ya-. Purkiss waa abl e to 
obtain the unnecessaries , if not the necessaries, of life." 

"He di d not w:int Quelch to see t h.:lt little bil l, Quel ch wns 
certain to order him to pay for that bike at once , or else return it 
to the vendor , ~elch was not likely to under stand that that bike 
was now Bunter ' s, ond that he could reasonably expec t the vendo r to 
wait till hs received some postal orders he was expecting, It was 
clear enough to Bunter - but he had a misgiving that i t would not be 
equally clear to Quelch . " ._ 

OJr extracts are probably worth no more and no less thao Mr. 
Sutton ' s , but his task i s more difficult , as he is trying t o prove a 
negative. 

It has been accepted that Charles Hamil ton wrote every story in 
the Magnet from No. 1221 onwards. Be certainly believed he di d. 
So far , I can s ee no r eason to think he didn I t , 

I can see nothing in Magnet No, 1659 t o indicate that it is a 
substitut e story . In fact , I'm quite sure that i t isn ' t. It i s an 
excellent story of its type, and if a substitute writer existed , 
capable of writing it , then i t i s a t le as t surprising that we hav e 
never heard of him befo re . If we accept Mr. Sutto n' s views , we 
accep t the possibility that the same writer mey have been responsible 

.fo r any of the Magnet classics . tlo, sir , I don't believe it , 
It ' s just my point of view ! What's yours? 

~: YOONG BRITAIN !lo, 1 (June 11/19) to No. 232 (November 
17/2 3), also BOYS' CINEMA No, 1 (19 19) to 1929, 

T. J OH!ISON, 18 RABY DARK ROAD, .!!m:l:Q!, ~ ~. 



DANNY' S DIARY 

~ . 
A daY return c..n the Lmdon , Tilbury, and Southenct Rail way rrc111 Fenc!'tlreh St. t,o 

Southend-on-Se a costs 216. ttu:t has premised me that we shall have a day- then? scon, 
and I am look in g forward tc t t. 

&aster was rather late this year, and on Easter Sundo,y I had rather an ordeal. 
t1um, Doug , and I went to tea at the h'1me ot DOU&' s lady rrt end 'ftho Is call ed Freda . 
Hrs . Bonestorll, Freda ' s m:,ther, ts ra th er a majstve lady. She ts ~aped ra t her like 
an on - tunn el, and she wears a lot or Jewellery so she jingles as she ooves . When she 
Sl()ck handS Tilth me st,e sa id: •S t this l s DanlelL1 I t made 11)13 reel lik e an epidemic. 

She ! coked at 'I!'(( mcther and sa id : • I don't reall.Y care t or beys. They are seldoca 
house-trained . • I telt l tke barking. 

Mum cUdn't back ce up . She said.: •Jt m sure your daughter lS.ISt be a comfort to 
you, Mrs. Bonesto rn; ts me ycur only ch1ld'i"1 

Krs. Bonestcrtl sai d: • tty one U-l airb. She Is the dearest gir l In the wr,rld. • 
They al l smiled ntcelY , and I said: 1 1 think Doug ri nds her pretty dear, • and 

nobodY seemed to llke that . There• s no pleasing some peopl e. 
It "" e warm day El'ld we hsd tea on t.he 1mw1. Freda wo.s dr es sed In all tlut rs 

and trlllS and laY back In a deck chair wlth her legs crossed . She sa id: • Pass me 
the butter, Danny, • but the butter "os a btt lo ose <m the dt.sh , and es I passed tt, It 
sUpped or r th e d i sh and landed , stick i ng up , en t.he toe or Fr'Eda• s shoe. Sho sat 
petrltted, g l aring at tt . It 311 cm.iseel such a to-do . · 

I told Doug artenmrds t.ho.t tr he gets a mother-In-~ lt ke Hrs . Bonestortl he 
wt 11 deserve llll he gets . And Ooug SJ.Id t he Bonostorl l s wcul d never allow their 
d.r:ughter tc ID3JTY t nt..o a family Which cont ained a r.icnste r 11ke me. 

There was a tratn SDllSh on .\pr ll 14th when the F'l.ytng Gcot crlfflled Into a goods 
t rain en the North British Line outside Bumtlsland stat i on In F'lteshlre . The engine 
ot the express 'flJ.lS thro"1 over the parapet Into a golt- lt nk.s, and sever.ll carriages 
rouo wed tt . Two people were killed am twelve were Injured . · 

Jn the Ceg It ha3 been c:ae ·or th e best month.1 I ever ~er. The stC't'tes have 
all been tl rs t- chop. •Desperate t:easure S" ~s the Wt tale tn the series l'tlere CUtt s 
becaJDe C!l.pt.o.ln. KlldarC w~ returning to St . J l m•:i, but CUtts w.inted to keep the 
copta lncy, so he employed rcwl meaaires to try t.o keep Kildare away. 

• Trruble t or Tom' was a ruruw t3le and I li ked It. A glpay fortune-t eller told 
Hus Prtsctllo ro.wcett that Tom Herry would be killed by a cricket ball . 

tn •J. D,'lngerous Doubl e, • Reggie Cl aver lng turned up zgoln . He ts o boy who ls 
yery 111Jch lik e Tom Herry and he caused plenty or worry tor Tom. ThEfl In •J.. Changrt or 
Identity ,• Tom !ien")' 1'1:::1.S kidnapped , and Cl avering t,ook hls pl ace at St. J Ira's. The 

;~m:ir;~ ;:~~:,c~nr, ~o:~~ r!~~n t!·!: ~~x~~~~ Tom Nen-y Is dlSg r aced. 
Hr. Ltndsoy has g1Ym me o big pile ot Unlofl Jocks , and l1WD sa.ld I 1111st show 1Jt/ 

apprectatlon , so I bought him a pocket or 20 Will s• Ec:bruisy clgnret te s "11ch cost M 9d. 
we went to the pi ctu re pa.bee on Eoster Hondny, eJ'l(J Sllfl' a rum cnll cd •The Clue or 

th e Wax Vesta• which Is @out Sexton Bloke and Yvome. I enjo yed It very 111Jch. In 
the Union Jo.ck , the editor' tells you every week •h ere t hi s tllm l s showing . Dur i ng 
this month i t will be showing at the Bij ou Theatre , Beih.ll l~e a ; 'Whitehorse 
Ple tu redrooe, Stepney; Poole • s P icture Palace , Ipswich ; nie HlppodrOme, Nen St . Tork; 
Oxt on1 Plc t UN Holl , &rltb; Pi ct ure Pala ce , Cooch St , 61nnl n,hall; Central Clneu ., · 

, _____ ,,,,, ___ , ... .-- ... -............ ,, ............ ,,.,,,.._,,.,_ ....... ,,, .... , .. -,., ... -·-···· 
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Stntlon Rd, Wocd Green; Ncl"fl\:ln Road Clnem.-:a. St . 
Lconru"d&-•n--Su; and Teq:,er ance Hall , Skipton . 

The Union J ack Is running o ser i al ~lled 
' Orders Under Se.11• vill ch ls written by Lewis 
Carlton from a rnm or that n~. 

Our trru:i conductors wear whistles round 
their neck s . They look over the top or the ~ 
as a p~sscnger .;.ligh ts , and then they bl ew two 
sharp blasts Md let the 'M'llstle drc.p out or 
their mouths to t he encl or Its chain . I think 
It wst be very nice to be a t rr..m conduct.er . 

The t1.3gnet hasn • t been very hot again this 
t10nth . 1 /.prll Fool s All ' was meant to be very 
tunny, but I thought It Just silly . In c-ne 
plil ce tt s:i.td •the Famous Plve grlMed lOUdly . • 
I thought n grin was Just an expression on the 
!nee.. I dJdn't !mow tt l'l:lade n noise. 

I. new boy nnmed Wt bley caoe to t he s chool 
In 1 Wlbley t s Wheeze.• He N'.lllted to act In 
the plaY 1 The Red RoVf:r- ffl'ltch Wharton had 
written, but l'l<lbc<t.Y thought he C<lUld ne t. He 
turned up , pretending to be Whnrton' s cousin , 
Md de cc1 vOO evccybocty, so they all ogroe(I he 
"as an acto r . 

I n •The nun.may,• Vernon-Smith stunned 
LC<ler am thought he had killed him , so he ran 
.1wny from school. Harry Whart on Md Bob Cherry 
went ntter him crid caught up with hli::i o.t Dover. 

1H3ITY Wharton's D1plc.nne)4 " as o stranae title for the l ast ta.le or r.he month. 
I think F'ronk Richards mennt It to be colled ·~ ster .i,xt Boxer ,• tor those ore the word.!I 
the story ends with . /;. nen mru1tcr c.'.Lllcd Lcirr,- 1..aacelles cca::es to Crey trlnr s. Ho.n-y 
Wharton and Co go to Chlltcrd to se e a boxing m.t-ch between Lnrry Lynx ond Tim futton . 
' Chtltord was a to,m or consider.Ible size with ele ctric t r ~s and on Empire .11\d other 
signs or adv<:nced clvlllsatlcn. It also had a boxing ring . • 

Larry Lynx turns cut to be Larry Lnscelles, but It turns cut oll right, as at the 
rlnlsh he s aves the Head from being punched cin the nose by Tim Tutt.en. 

Dad and M\.c went to His M.:iJesty•s theatre to ;ee Bernard Show's new p l aY 
•Pyg::i.1Uon.• Hrs. Patrick CCl!l)bcll plcyed a character called • Eliza Doollttle,• bu t 
th ere Ms been a bit or a squebb1e ns Hrs . Coq,bell didn ' t 11ke using n vtry bod wCl"d 
In the pl ay. 

t have hod Chuckles er.st weeks this ioonth - 1 t cnl.y costs .:i halt penny, .nd Mw:l Will 
oft en give me n haltpcney when n peMY would be ask ing t oo IWch. Three Frank Richards 
st.cri es this con th t n Chuckles were •Spoo r Ing l:heSccu ts.• ' The S 111.y SIX' end •Bunt er • s 
Day Out• but I di<1n1 t can nuch tor MY or them. They were r.11 a bit silly , ltk e the 
April F'ool story In the Ht11net. Mr. Rlehnrds Isn't neor!y so good as Hnrtln CllU on:1:, 
these days. Oddly Eflc.Ugh the Grcyt rt ars tales In Cblck l es seem tc be Illustrated by 
irthur Clarke, wh• used to draw t or the l'lognet. 

Beror e &3.!lter, Doug bought M a Jester which cont a ins on exc i ting ser i al obClut 
'Dr. D.lval.• But Doug h,nsn' t bought me onythtna sin ce £:1Ster. 

Burnl ey beat Liv erpool ( 1 - 0) In the F' J... CUp at" the crystal Palace. The King 
pre sented the cup. Thts waa hi s rtrst vl s lt to :l cup tin.al. The League eh.'.lrnplons 
this year are Blackburn, 

(Picture abcve trom N. Z. r eader , Cieott Harr is on) 
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The 
POSTMAN 
CALLED 

INTERESTING ITEMS FROM 

THE EDITOR I S LETTER-BAG 

+ 
+++ 
+ 

&s , u. 'iRIGIIT (Sutton Cold field): I was interested in a recent 
D4:est article about Tom Browne - did you know t hat he illus tr ated 
some of my Uncle's s tor ies? I have Tom Browne's COY.IC AliNUAL for 
Xmas 1904 and 1905. In the former , my Uncl e bas a s tory "A Christmas 
Comedy" and in the l at t er "A Christmas Case," both illustrated by Tom 
Browne. 
(Mrs. Wright is, of course, the niece of the lat e Charl es Hamilton . -

ED.) 
•i, HALL (Penrhyn): Mr, C. L. Farrow of Bosto n mentioned Falcon Swift 
and the Boy's Magazine and asked what happened to the sepi a plates of 
football tee.ms given with that publication. Recently I bought a 
number of these papers, and found a plat e of Bolto n Wanderer s for 
192,6/'Zl in perfect condition . I expect you know th at the "Rover and 
Wizard" is reprinting the old Wolf of Kabul sto ri es from t he Wizard of 
th e thirties. Are these tal es exact reprint s or have the y been 
pruned? 
R.\Y HOPKWS (llew Cross): Danny' s cl ashes with Doug' s gi rl friend are 
most delightful, I wonder if a girl of this gener ation would notice 
whether a boy was walking on what was, in those days , the correc t side 
of hi s lady companion, I imagine, lik e so much els e from the good 
old days, tluit this kind of courtesy has gone by the board, In any 
case , as Danny says , one had t o kee p one• s sword arm free, 

Congrats to John Trovell of Colchester on giving such an apprecia
tiv e wri te-<Jp to the new Greyfriars story "Penalty for Improper Use,• 
His letter was appreciated very much after some that we have r ead 
complaining t hat C.D. should not be a vehicle for new writing of this 
type, 
R. J. McCABE . (lmldee): C.D. is eager ly looked forward to every month, 
Danny' s Diary i s really grand - must be a permanent f eature now, 

R. l!cCARfflY (AUStralia): One word describes t he Annual - wonderful, 
It would be interesting to anyone, but to a lover of old Boys' Books 
.! t ~ a tr'!..":.'J!!:!'- .llU.W...P.l:i..~~ ......... l.l..ll.ll~L.ll!l.WA!.l. .. ~g .,11.aa~cial 
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-in-t -er-e-st- to_ m_e- fo_r_ I_ ba_ve_ a_ coc_ pl_ et_e_ s_e_t _of_ t_he_ Champ __ i_o_n _Li_ br_ ary_ , and 

vas reading Champion snd Triumph whsn the Champion Library star t ed , 

I read most of the sto ri es as serials in the two papers . Frank l.a,y ' s 

article on the B.F.L . was also of great interes t . No, 635 , "The 
Bells of Satadino " by Eric Townsend was the serial in !lo, 1 of the 
Champion, llhnt a wonderful collection the sevsntesn Annual s are ! 

Nothing would make ce part with one of them, and they have a place of 

honour in my library near my well - loved collection of Triumphs and 
Champions, 

T, "· JOBl§ON (Neston): Ther e were 271 i ssues of Young Britain , not 
265 as stated in your Editorial , It started June 11th , 1919 and 

ended August 16th , 1924, I took it as a boy before turning to the 

M!l8Det in 1923 , and always had a gre a t regard fo r it , It contained 

some fine stories , part i cular ly the Maxim Lo.w detective tales , 
assistant Della Railton , 

PETE2! IWlGER (NorthaDpton) : Haartiest congratulations on the fine 

>larch issue of the Digest , I ,.. looking forward to the now Slade 

story , I was specially pl eased to see t hat photograph of Roger 

Jenkins . How about one of yourself now? 

( Your ancient editor is not photogenic . - ED, ) 

JOHN GOCllER (SUdbury): I must congratulate you on the hi8h standard 

which the Di&est has maintained over the past twelvemonth , I t i s 
really the bright spot of t he month , alt hough I wish s9meone wi th 

sufficient knowledge would do a series on the 011thors who wrote in 

the dear old Triumph and Champion, These two papers seem to be 

neglected by everyone, 

MAX LYNE (Blackpool): C.D, makss splendid reading , I look fo rward 

particularly to the next one , with n new Mr, Buddle story - having 

greatly enjoyed the othe r s . 

L&SLIE FARROW (Boston): Please may we have so.., information on Footbnll 

iun (with Per cy and Steve) , ill Sports, Sport nnd Adventure , Footbnll 

Pictorial , Footbal l Favourite , and Sports for Boys, Thsnks to Josie 

Packmnn fo r Bl akiana , llhnt shout a reproduction of the cove r of "Tho 

Rainmaker " 1932 , and "The ll.lmber 'woodyard l'\Ylltery" 1929? May you 
know the joy and happiness that C, D, brings to my heart ! 

(The Union Jack wil l be on our cover next month, -ED.) 

C. F, F, RICKARD (Canada): The Annual is fine , The .Editorial I 

always anjoy , The few wor ds embr ace pr esant accomplishments , old 

frisnds , loynl write r s , ond eyes to the front and t he :t'uture , I l ike 

~'1!"~.W .~~~~~...L~ 
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Pluck, so I was delighted with the few chapt ers from the first one. 
The sketches • Around Greyfriars• appealed to me, .i.nd I alws.ys 
particularly enjoy the Slade stories where a Gem is the central 
character . You have "done it again," as they sa;y, this year. 

~ 
l'ieeting held 25th Februar;y , 1964: 

iii th the return of Norman Gregory ( Chairman) and George Chatham 
who were absent last month plus the second appearance of our two new 
members, Mr. H. Webster and Mr. Ian Parrish , elo ven members were 
pre sent to make this , f or all its informality, one of the nicest 
meetings we have held for some time. It was , however, s trang e not 
to see Ted Davey who generally manages somehow to put in an appearance 
whatever the · circumstences. Tonight was one of those nigh t s Ted had 
no contro l over. Strange too, not to see the two ilinifreds. 
Gerald Price was pre sent however and what with the new member s the 
party did not seem BO depleted . There was no lack of interest in 
the programme though no fixed routine had been prepared; there was 
the usual quiz, the , collectors iteme, games, and good discussions 
over various point s cf view. The quiz was eight items al l connected 
with the six main Hamiltonian School s . Each item was a series of 
questions and in al l there were 28 J)<lints to answer . Tom Porter was 
highest with 21 • The quiz was compiled by the Secretary. The 
Collectors ' Itm was the first of the st . Frank's Nelson Lee Library 
i . e . !lo. 112 Old Series . The title being "NIPPER AT ST, FRANK'S," 
by Edwy Searles Brooks . The Anniversary !lumber bearing the day and 
month of the meeting but }6 years old was "THE POFOL/.R" No. 474 dated 
25/2/28 . This, last like l ast month's collectors items, was of 
particular interest to the two new mmbers who were alee very deeply 
engrossed in a 'few C. Da. and what locked like the last C,D.A, · As'- ·· · 
before stated there was nothing arranged and conversation · r anged from 
one tiling to another, but mostly Hamil tcnian11. The li brary raffle 

_,_,, ___ . ___ , .. ,, .. --------·-- --··-
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was won by Madge Corbett who amongst other old boys papere , received 
a John Brear l ey B. F .L. There was a chat about old member s and the 
possib il ity that some might be in duced to retum . 

~ 
Meeting held on 14th March, 1964: 

!WlRY BROOTER Secretary , 

Cooirman Geoff r ey Wilde opened our meeting n f.,.., minutes bef ore 
seven p. m. , rathe r ear li er than for some time pest , lie IIIIJ8t try Md 
keep up to this , as tbs tendency h88 been for the meetings to get off 
to a late start in r ecent months , The attendance wos below ave r age , 
probab ly because of t he heavy r ain which had persis t ed al l day , 

Gerry All ison gave us the correspondence of the month - a varied 
and interesting batch as usual - and one Scottish postal member, John 
McMahon, sent n donation of books for our library , including Boys • 
Her ald , Dixon Hawkes, Skippe rs and Rovers ; a most gene r ous gesture 
which is greatly appreciated , 

Jack lfoOd gave us a few in teres t ing items , and r eminded us that 
the new lw\te r book, ' Bunter the Stowswny,' is due out :,,t the end of 
the month, 

This month I s Hamil ton character was Lord Msuleve r er, the choice 
of Geoffrey Wilde, Mouly is usually t he l anguid lo rd, to whom s:rzy 
kind of exertio n is dis t asteful, but there is more in him than meet s 
the eye , He can be energetic enough when circumst8Jlces demand it, Nld 
his shrewd eye sometimes notes things which the othe r fellows miss , 
Geoff's readings from the Tuckshop Barring-Out series , and the Fr anz 
Kranz series , illush' s ted this side of l!suly ' s cb!lra ct er , 

Then Ger ry Al lison gave us 'Nipper ' s Cricket !;µiz ," which was won 
by Geoff, with 11 out of 12 cor rect , Ger ry also gave 11 quiz of 20 
questions sent by the London club, Jack Wood ood Bil l Williamson 
tied here , each having 14 correct . il break for refreshments followed , 

The finlll item was o moat ingenious exer cise , devised by Geoffrey 
Wilde , whic h consis t ed simply of writ ing down the surnames of al l tho 
• regul=e I of the Greyfriors Reinovo, but in such a woy t hat no IlBIDEI 
conbined a letter included in the previous one - for exomple , 
lleulevere , Snoop, Bull, ot c, This is most interesting - and diffi
cul t i Gerry Allison , who got as for as 18, was tho winner , al t hough 
Geoff ,, trying it out before the meeting , got n good deal farthe r, On 
checking , some l is t s contoined one error , usually in the middle , whi ch 
put them out of the reckoning , 
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·--Ne xt month, .ilnzlunlGene r al>Iee ting, Saturdey, 11th .l.pri;,. 

F. HANCOCK, Hon. Sec . 

~ 
A warm welcome was afforded (;ueensland coll ecto r, Rev. Jack 

HU8hes when he joined m ... ber s of the Gold en Hour s Club at the special 
meeting held to coinci de wit h his se cond trip to Sydney on March 1 }th . 
A good attendance wi th enthusiastic discussion provided an extr ... ely 
interesting evening and we have been assured by J ack that he is 
al r eady looking forward to being with us again in 1965. 

Firs t it,.. on th e "8W]da was th e el e ction of office bearers 
which resulted in the r eturn of th e curr ent holders en bloc, Syd Smit h , 
Chairm an; Bett e Pate , Secr etl\ry; and Ernis Car t er, Treasur e r. 

Correspondence r ead by the secretary in cluded the ever- popular 
"Newsletter" f rom Harry Broste r who neve r foils to send on t hi s 
regular news of the doings of our f ellow collectors i n the Midlond 
Clu b. 

From clo ser to hand t her e were news and views from Arthur Holland 
of Wellington , \lest Austr al.ion collector Gordon Swan and Harry Curtis 
of i.iieensland , all of which afforded stimulating ideas fo r di scussio n. 

To bring everyone into the pi cture Stan Nicholls re ad again th e 
in t eresting report which Bill Lofts had sent out to bring to t ho 
,wssie ooll ectors all the detai l s of EdWY Sear l es Brookes ' visit to 
the London Club rooms . The r ...aindc r of the meeting was spent dis -
cussing the ques tio n and answers oontru.nod in this r eport with the 
inevitable tussle between Hamil ton supporters and Brook -i tea. 

The usual pl easan t half - hour in the coffee shop ooncluded an 
evening which had prov ed every bit as enjoyab l e as had been an t i ci 
pated . 

Next meeting Thursdey , .l.pril 9th , a t the Book Bargain Bazaar at 

6 .1 5 p.m. B. PJITE Secretary . 

MERSEYSIDE 

Meeting held Sunday, March 8t h : 
W'he th er it is old age or t he fi ckle English weather I am not 

qui te sure but the llerseyside Club has had more than its share of 
sicknes s during the las t few months . Onoe again the attendance 
suf fered beca us e of this, the -latest victims being Pat I.offey, John 
Farrell and Jack Morgan. 
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However, e.l though we were l ow numeri cally the quality reCll\:ined 

os high as ever nnd Norm...'\\11 Pragnel l was abl e to report that at le &s t 
fi=ncinlly we are s t ill quite heal thy. 

We had i nt ended t o make some recordings at th i s meeting to send 
to Davi d Hobbs in U .s ·"· Owing to the t hin a t t endance , however , it 
was decided to wci t unt il next month when we hope to have a fu ll house . 
I woul d like t o appea l to nl l members who r ead these not es to make a 
spe ci al ef f or t to attend . The "Br,uns Trust " will be r eviv ed next 
mont h and we hope tha t everybody wH l co"1e along with pl enty of 
ammunitio n. 

The business side of the meet.in,; ov<;>· lforman drew our atte nti on 
to whnt he described as a "del i berat e li e " per pet rated in Hegne t 
number 1544. 

The Edi tor was re plying to an enqui ry by a reclder asking if 
1'.arti n Cli ffo r d and Frank Richard s were one and the same per son . The 
answer given was "No!" Enough to make Hnrry Wharton blush . ESB1 s 
recen t visit to the London Cl ub prompt ed Norman Pr,igne ll to di g out 
nn old C.D. number 35 published in November 1949 , in whi ch :Bob Blyt he 
had written an ar t icl e on t he History of St . Frank ' s . This ar ticle , 
it nppem-s, W.29 wri t t en as a. dir ect result of &SB1s f ir st vi s i t to 
that club . The ar t icle r evealed many fuc t s t ha t wore unknown to us 
befo r e . 

Norman int r oduced a qu iz based on the popularity of many of the 
ch'1l'actcrs of the old paper s :imong present day enthusias t s . C.D. 
carried out some research in connection with thi s some time ago and 
Nor= 1 s r,.uiz W3S based on t he r esult which showed some r at her 
surpr i sing trends . Bil l Galley and Bert Homblet t tied fo r f i r st 
pl ace . 

furing t he meeting we had a t el ephone cnll from George Riley Md 
we were ple:::sed t o bear t ha t he is set tl ing down in Barns l ey . I hope 
that nt some time he m:zy be abl e to pay us n visi t. 

Next meeting Sunday April 12th , 6 . 0 p. m. prompt . 

BILL \IIIU:SOR 

~ 
il though weath er conditions wer e appalling th er e was a full 

attendance at th e l'J .. '1.I'ch Putney meet ing . Trul y nn old boys I book 
cl ub meeting ; the host , Br ian Doyl e and his compl et e coll ec ti ons of 
"Chums," "Capt :iin , " ond "Boys ' Own Pt.!per , " on vie w fo r all to peruse . 
Len Paclanan being quiz z ed by Lawrence Morley on the comics , Rogor 



Jcnkirul doing great business vi th his &nil toninn section of the 

librnry , Bob Blythe doing likewise with his Nelson Lee Sec~on , Bill 

Lofts giving the first port of his orticlc "Tho S:lint at Fleetwey 

Rouse" und his accc unt of his correspondence with the author of the 

"Saint" stories , Lesli e <llarteris , the up--t<Hlnte news of the pro 
gress of the Sexto n filnku catalogue and the chni= , Len Packmo.n 

displA,Ying the l a test Shorlock: Holmes book . Something for everyone. 

The Solo quiz was extremely difficult but Len acquitted him.self 

very well. 
John Bush won Don Webster's ";,ame Pair s " qui z, Josie Packmo.n 

won th e quiz oonducted by qyself and then coco Bill lofts r ead ing 

and disccurse on the "S:unt" stories and how one of tho fir st 
appeared in "The Thri ll er." Time passed all too quickly nnd after 

all th e excellent progromme mentioned above , including the break for 

t en , :,bly serv ed by the ladies end the host snd hostess , Brian end 

r.rs. Doyle , it was hoocwords bound in the sleet nnd r ain . 
llext c,eeting at Bob Bly t he ' s residen ce l!t 40 , Ellesmere Rooo, 

Dollis Hill , London, 11.W.10. on Sundey , April 19th . Kindly notify 

if intending to be prosont . 
UNCLE Br;NJ .• MIN 

TELEVI § -ON CR ITIQ UE 

WILJ..11.M CCtl8 TO TC.\,IN (B.B.C . 11arch 11'th) 
The BBC should no:ver have pre:.ser,ted W1lllrw C~c-.es to TO'l'll . l t mdc, us realise hew 

scrurry I.heir own Willi~ shcrts were last year - and how food t.hcy mletit have been . 
This rn~ . c..,tte In 19!B, was o great deal RI~ Cror::;n.on; sorae or tt was Ju.st 

b:i.sed on Rleba31 Croq,tcn ; but all or It was rollicking , tlp-tcp ent ert:s lnun t . Nc-Mlere 

c:uld t.hc lever er the \rl1lllruci stcrles have a arouse , althcur,h , In cne sequtnce , a 
monkey stcle the show. 

SurclY a new Wtlllam book OJSt be ctue. His., Crtn'IJ)tc.n L That rnu: made us hang our 

ton1ues out. 
§H.UQI IN ni£ SUN (Inchipf:ndent TY. March 16th ) 

Nost t el eYli;lcn plays thfst days Mn no beclmln.g and no endin g. They are point 

less chunks or dialogue between ""'rd petple In odd settings. How nry dlrfenmt was 

Mauri ce r.ct.oughl ln 1 s new play , A tense , aovlng story l'fltch he lei the Interest rr,1:1. t he 

fir st wcrd till the last . Set In n gi rls' sc hool 1n South Africa , 1t. told or a tragic 

prol>l e111 which raced the Jleaelcllstre ss , beauttrully enactc--d by .'.Ma tlengle . It wo.s a 

spltndldl.y bal&nctd Plectt or drar.11., ,i·t th a,'Yly unexpected twis ts so tho.t Interest nev~r 
nagg ed tor onfs mean t . 

&nttrel.y lack.In& sait , swtartna , boozlne , MCI neuntlcc It was rar rrom :a modem 

1V play•s norual 1tr.ndard, so naturally t.he majority c,r the newspaper crlttca "8re cool 

Clr ~stile. But it.ost family peoPlt "Atll hove found It. grand cnt.crt.ilnment . 
Concrnt.ul.itlons to lia.urtce HcLoughlln. We look forward keenly to his next. 

Edltf:d by Erle Fayne , Exeel1lor Houao, Grove Rood, Surb t ton , 8\lmy. 
Dupllea t ed b)' Tork DupUc.attng Sentcea, 12.a The 81\s:i>lu:, ToM. 


